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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL

LDP FACTIONAL STRIFE UPDATED
Tokyo SHOKUN in Japanese Nov 81 pp 86-94

- [Round-table discussion: "Who Will Come After Suzuki?" Anonymous partici-
pants (Dietmen) ]

[Excerpts] [Question] What about the rumor of a change of government in Nov-
ember which has been whispered lately?

[(B] It has already vanished like the dew.

[C] First of all, it is a distortion, no matter how interesting some try to
_ make the story.

[A] It has become common knowledge that under various pretexts Zenko will
serve out his term at least.

[C] Until November next year, right?

[Question] But what about the case in which Prime Minister Suzuki suffers
an unlikely event like Ohira.

[D] By no means would Nakasone be agreed to.

[B] Right. T don't think Fukuda will be turned to either.
[D] In that case, perhaps Nikaido will be agreed on.

[A] 1t all depends on what the Fukuda faction does.

[B] Fukuda will not say OK to Nikaido.

- [C] That isn't inevitable. The Fukuda faction would join if Shintaro Abe
is made secretary general and then follows Nikaido. v

- [Question] Could the election be won with a Nikaido government?
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[C] If the election can't be won with a Nikaido government, it can't be won
with either Nakasone or Fukuda, There is no reason why the electfon can't be
won with Nikaido,

[Question] But if "dirty" government official Nikaido becomes prime minister...
[C] There are no politicians who would say he is dirty.

[Question] That may be so in the world of professionals, but from the view
of the general voters, it would be distasteful for a dirty official to become
prime minister.

[C] Yet, Kakuei Tanaka about whom that has been written so much is now the
most popular with the people.

[B] Being popular and being supported are not the same thing. If Kakuei
comes forth, people will be brought out, but the votes won't be brought in.

[C] When it is seen that Dietmembers for whom the election is more important
than 1ife are joining the Tanaka faction in great numbers like the feces of
goldfish, it means he is popular with the people after all.

Inviting Kakuei's Popularity

[Question] 1In short, would you like to have Kakuei Tanaka come to give a
speech supporting your campaign when you are campaigning for election?

[C] Everyone wants him to come.
[Question] But is the result clear from this past Tokyo metropolitan election?

f{C] A metropolitan election is somewhat different. That is, the present
executive committee wasn't very agressive. Therefore, the Tanaka faction

has taken responsibility for all the weak fellows. It is said that the rate
of the Tanaka faction's wins was small but the Tanaka faction had the great-
est number elected. It just says it took responsibility for doubtful fellows
who were unable to have anyone care for them. If a public opinion poll were
conducted now on who should be the next prime minister, the answer would be
overwhelmingly for Kakuei.

[B] A questionnaire was given at the Surugadal Prep School on whom would
you most like to hear. The first would be Kakuei Tanaka and the second,
Ryoichi Sasagawa.

[A] He may place somewhere in a public opinion poll, but I don't think he
would be overwhelmingly number one.

[C] No, no. There's no double he would be first, and I think he would be
far ahead of the number two person.
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{Question] What is it about him that makes you have such expectations of him?
[c] His strong pelitics. Because of the preseat poor economic situation.

[Question] However, didn't Tanaka bring on extremely high prices of commodi~
ties, and that proved fatal to him?

[(C] Didn't the people understand it wasn't Kakuei's fault Out that Arab oil
prices went up?

[Question] O0il prices went up but in addition, he incited a speculation craze
with his "plan for the reconstruction of the archipelago" and that was reflect-
ed in the market.

[C] There is no other nation in che world but Japan where prices didn't go
up that much even though 2 dollar oil went to 35-36 dollars. The people real-
ized that.

[D] However, Mr. C., once there was certainly a cry, "Kakuei should come
forth," when there was widespread economic depression, but recently we don't
hear that. It is recognized that economic depression is not something re-
lated to the policies and judgment of one politician but is determined by
the international state of affairs such as the Arab question.

[A] Well, Kakuei's popularity comes from the fact that politics is not very
interesting right now.

[B] That's right. There is no other attractive politician.

[A] So, that is the responsibility of the new leaders. From the mid-40's
to the late 50's there were politicians who bore the expectations of the
people, such as Ichiro Kono, Yasuhiro Nakasone and Hakuei Ishida. But now
there is no politician with such popularity with the people.

{C] Don't the people have the feeling that only Kakuei has the vigor to do
what should be done for the country and speaks out, for example, on what
should be the relationship with the opposition parties and what should the
policles be. '

[A] Once there were popular supra-partisan politicians in the opposition
parties, such as Inajiro Asanuma. The present popularity of Kakuei is similar
to a Inajiro Asanuma style popularity.

[B] That's right. On the other hand, it is also like the strength of Ichiro
Kono. Unfortunately, there is not even one other person besides Kakuei.

Michio Watanabe, Lone Wolf

[A] 1In essence, I think it is Nakasone who should have the popularity now.
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{B] Somehow no popularity has gushed forth to him,

[A] Nakasone's popularity came in the mid 50%s when he was a young officer.

[D] When he was a leader of the young men. Now that the handsome fellow
with the young man's topknct has become bald, you can't very well call him
handsome. (Laughter)

[B] About the time he was the leader of the young men, this man was not
called an opportunist.

[A] He wasn't called that. He was someone who gave the image of being ex-
tremely militant.

[C] He was the most splendid when he was rampaging under Ichiro Komo.

[B] Next to Kakuei, isn't it Michio Watanabe who is the topic of barbershop
political conversations?

[A] That's right. But won't the time come when the people gradually get
tired if his talk is simply interesting? Where is the difference between
Kakuei and Michio Watanabe?

[D] Watanabe doesn't have Lockheed! (Laughter)

[B] Kakuei Tanaka now has fallen from being "imperial adviser" to accused
defendant, and that is the literary, or historical, narrative of the mutabili-
ty of life. But in the case of Michio Watanabe, it is as though Hitotsubashi
University is making the talk interesting.

3 [C] Michio Watanabe's popularity came from his seeking a quarrel with the
medical association which was taboo; and as for where is Michio Watanabe's
excellence, it is only his quarrel with the medical association.

[B] One more positive point of Michio Watanabe is that he appears on TV

and speaks intelligibly on such subjects as public finance and medical insur-
ance, and makes politics familiar to the people. Quarrels and commentaries
---those two points, right?

[Question] His services were greatly conducive to the zero ceiling decision
in this special session on administrative reform.

- [B] I think so too.
[C] But he is, after all, just a lone wolf. He is not a person who will
move up. He 1s not someone who can gather together people and build up power.

- He is in the category of Monjiro Kogarashi and others; he won't be a Hidegoro
Omaeda.
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- [B] I don't think that's quite right. He always pulls together five or six
people. For example, Hirofumi Muto and Ihei Ochi...

[C] But it is just because Michio Watanabe is finance minister that stray
birds flock around accidently. Nakagawa has far more of the character of boss.

[A] Oh yes, that's right.
Rokusuke Tanaka, Prominent Political Fundraiser

[C] Nakagawa waged his own flesh and blood in this past election; at any rate
for 2 or 3 supporters.

{B] Compared to Nakagawa, isn't Watanabe too intelligent and cunning and
causes others to exercise caution?

{c] Isn't it just the opposite. I feel Watanabe is a superior but ill-natured
person; Nakagawa is quite the scoundrel but is kind-hearted. Therefore, al-
though he won't be a Kidegoro Omaeda, he is somewhat like a Chuji Kunisada.

- [D] Watanabe is too sharp. I don't think Nakagawa is smart, but somehow is
dependable...

[A] The latter is preferable as a politician's disposition.

- [C] Everything has gone too well for Michio; he has never stood in a place
where the sun doesn't sine. Nakagawa was deprived of a possible role because
he opposed Ohira.

[Question] What about his ability to raise political funds?

{C] If anyone would conquer the whole country with his ability to raise funds,
it would be Rokusuke Tanaka.

[A] 1Is he tha. remarkable?

[c] Yes. In addition to that, this man is not especially gkillful at speak-
ing like Michio Watanabe or Ichiro Nakagawa, nor does he have any star-like
qualities, but concerning his behind-the-scenes political power and the like,
whether it is true or not, he has publicized that he set up two cabinets, the
Ohira cabinet and the Suzuki cabinet. (Laughter)

[B] At any rate, that is because he pulls together no less than 50 Diet mem-
bers.

{C] To look at him, he has no appeal at all. Watanabe has appeal in his own
way; Nakagawa has appeal in his own way. Compared to them, Rokusuke Tanaka

has new leader appeal neither in speech nor countenance. However, speaking
of the role he performed in actually moving politics, aside from whether it
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is true or not, during the Ohira and Suzuki governments, he was at the scene
where he can say, "I set up two cabinets." If he wasn't there, he couldn't
even tell the lie., (Laughter)

[D] Concerning his ability to raise political funds, I think whether he can
raise political funds or not will determine his future when he resigns as
MITI minister.

[A] Isn't Watanabe himself setting up a new to gather in money by using his
position as finance minister? ’

- [B] I think Nakagawa's and Watanabe's ability to raise funds will probably
E continue even after leaving their posts, but in Rokusuke's case, won't he
fall noticeable when he ieaves his post?

[C] However, now it 1s only Rokusuki Tanaka who is collecting money and giv-
ing it to every~ae in the Suzuki faction.

[D}] I don't think that's true.

[A] At any rate, it is certain that Rokusuke Tanaka has started to stand
in the new leader section since he became MITI minister.

[C] The order of our conversation is reversed but as for the new leader
champions, they are Takeshita and Abe, after all. Watanabe, Nakagawa and
Rokusuke Tanaka are below them. But it is simply because Rokusuke Tanaka
- and Watanabe are by chance in the most fortunate positions that they became
subjects first, but if Watanabe and Tanaka step down as ministers, they
would not have been sujects of our talks for an hour. On those points,
Takeshita is now in the most unfortunate situation.

[Question] Takeshita once tried to take arms against Tanaka. Isn't his
popularity low because that was unfinished?

[c] 1t is outrageous for him to have taken up arms. Without Tanaka, Take-
shita doesn't exist. Noboru Takeshita has meaning because of the Tanaka
faction.

[B] Supporting the generation change theory, Takeshita set up the neo-liber-
- alism research society together with Shintaro abe and Kiichi Miyazawa. That
incurred Kakuei's wrath.

[D] That's why he was made to scrub the floor. (Laughter)

[B] But that neoliberalism research society was significant. It seems that
both Tanaka and Fukuda held down that society in that format, but as a result,
the new leaders became finance minister and chairman of the Policy Research
Committee, and thus it can be saild doors to various important posts were
opened. Without that soclety, control by the elders, the so-called era of
the influential political leaders, would have continued.
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- Shintaro Abe's Favorable Terms

[Question] How about Ganri Yamashita or Tokusaburo Kozaka of the Tanaka
faction?

[C] Such persons can in no way be new leaders. Canri Yamashita is a made-up
image. Kozaka is not even a topic of conversation within the faction.

[B] If some accident happened to Tanaka, up to 90 percent of the Tanaka
faction would stay with Takeshita.

{C] No, it would be with Nikaido. If gsomething happened to Tanaka and
Nikaido, 90 percent would go to Takeshita.

- [B] Almost no one would stay with Ganri Yamashita. Thirty percent would
follow Kozaka.

[A] What about Kanamaru?

(B] He is Takeshita's guardian. Don't more than half of the 90 percent
who would follow Takeshita idolize Kanamaru's virtues.

[C] At any rate, because Tanaka equals Takeshita, Takeshita cannot survive
if he rebels against Tanaka. The way for Takeshita to survie is to earnestly
and loyally serve Tanaka.

[Question] Tanaka is looking after Takeshita thinking he's an excellent fel-
low. As for those in the Tanaka faction, they pretend to be following after
Tekeshita because Kakuei is looking after him. But, should Tanaka have an

accident, isn't there the possibility they would converge not on Takeshita
but on another?

[C] Just the opposite. Although Takeshita was more or less given a cold
shoulder by Tanaka, I think the majority was sympathetic to Takeshita.

[B] Therefore, it resembles when the Sato faction dissolved into the Tanaka

faction anl Fukuda faction, most went to Tanaka who had more or less been ig~
nored by Sato.

[C] Now, Ganri Yamashita is called a fine fellow by Tanaka. But no one
would follow him. Kakuei thinks Takeshita 1s the leader of the young genera-
tion who seeks a quick change of leadership, and sometimes talks 111 behind
his (Tanaka's) back---the rascal. Even so, he recognizes the strength of

the Takeshita-Kanamaru group and thinks he has to keep them close at hand
even while holding them in check.

[D] As for my view of the future, I think Shintaro Abe will certainly be
the first among the present new leaders to assume political power.
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[Question] Why do you say that?

[D] One reason is Fukuda's age. No matter how much he persists, Fukuda
has only 3 or 4 years left. He is in the fortunate position of having an
old boss. Secondly, he has no rival in the Fukuda faction. Thirdly, he
is neither a skillful speaker nor particularly sharp, but he stands above
others---shall we call him an absentminded young man or young leader-—-and
he has the personality to be a natural leader of others.

[A] Both Nakagawa and Takeshita are mini-Tanaka types. However, they are
not, after all, men who can outstrip Kakuei Tanaka. TFortunately or unfor-

tunately, because Abe belongs to a different type of politician, there is
absolutely no way he can be compared to Tanaka. That is also to his credit.

[B] One more point. He doesn't give the image of being extremely sharp,

but he has a sense of balance. As far as the Fukuda faction's course is con-
cerned, it is hawkish and to the right and it would not be strange if he ran
to the far right like Nakagawa. But within the Fukuda faction, he is a per-
son who gives a sense of security that he won't fly away from the conserva-
tive main current.

Noboru Takeshita's Survival Path

(D] Contrary to other new leaders, he doesn't have to strain to bring in
money.

[C] Yes, that's rignt. He doesn't have to make any effort at all. Kishi
is looking after him.

[B] Compared tc him, Rokusuke Tanaka is trying so. hard.
[c} Frantically. (Laughter)

[A] Nakagawa is also working hard.

[B] That isn't so for Takeshita or Abe.

- [c] Takeshita once tried hard, but now he has become very quiet. The road
- to a new 1life for Takeshita is to be forgotten by the public.

[c]l] 1t is better for him to disappear from the topic of new leaders.

[Question] How is the relationship between Takeshita and Nikaido? For example,
in a situation where some accident happened to Tanaka, wouldn't the Nikaido
faction and Takeshita faction split?

[C] No. No doubt, Nikaido would be the one turned to.

[B] However, that quiet strength of Nikaido has gradually come to shine.
After Zenko, it will be Nikaido, and after Nikaido, Shintaro Abe.
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{A] Tf "dirty" Nikaido hecomes prime minister, won't there be various troubles
inside the LDP?

[C] "Dirty official" is a word used only by the mass media and the opposition
parties. No one thinks Nikaido is a dirty official.

[Question] Didn't he get money from All Nippon Airlines?

[C] If he said he didn't get any money, then he didn't get any. (Laughter)
But if receiving money is dirty, there aren't amy politicians who are not
dirty. (Laughter) Moreover, as for having received 5 million, if that is
dirty, I don't think there are any politictans who are not dirty. Mr..X,

if such is the case, then you are pitch black. (Laughter)

[Mr. X] No, I am told I'm deep red.

[B] As for Nikaido's personality, he is a simple, gocd man. I have that
impression. A negative criticism of him is that he is wrapped up too much
in Kakuei’s shadow. Finally, whether there is a Nikaido government depends
on how the public digests the problem cf Kakuei.

[A] Therefore, conversely speaking, given a situation where Kakuei Tanaka
has an accident and dies and a Nikaido government assumes power, or a situ-
ation where Nikaido takes over the govermment with Tanaka still alive, the
public would have strong opposition to the latter. '

[B] I think that there is also a case where there would be an atmosphere
which allows Nikaido if Kakuei is not around. A Nikaido government would
be easier if Kakuei is not around.

[C] Kakuei won't fall. He'll be around for another hundred years! (Laughter)

[A] But if Nikaido assumes power while Kakuei is around, won't there be

quite a bit of confusion? For example, 1f Kakuei's trail judges him innocent

and at the time Nikaido happends to be prime minister, it will seem that pol-
- itical power controls even the judicial power.

[C] Everything is being put in order before that.
[D] Everything will probably be put in order by the fall of next year.
Tokusaburo Kozaka's Limits

[C] Well, it is common sense to say it will be either Nakasone or Nikaido
after Zenko, but depending on circumstances, there is Kawamoto, a dark horse.
After him, it will be the era of Shintaro Abe, Noboru Takeshita, Rokusuke
Tanaka, Ichiro Nakagawa and Michio Watanabe. Oh, I forgot-~-we have to add
in Kiichi Miyazawa for the time being. Nikaido and Nakasone are of the same
rank. If Kakueil says Nikaido, it will be Nikaido; 1f he says Nakasone, it
will be Nakasone. If these two are not possible, then Kawamoto or Miyazawa
will emerge.
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[A] 1 still think Tokusaburo Kozaka is possihle.

[C] No. Kozaka's biggest minus point i3 that he doesn't have the experience
of being on the bottom rung of the ladder. In his case, when he was a first
and second year member, he did not acquire a sense of how to regulate by
suffering with his companions on committees, suffering in the deliberations
on the price of rice, nor in laying the groundwork here and there for electric
rate increases. He came forth from the outset saying, "I'll be a new leader,"
and he is, so to speak, one of those who are recommended from above to the
political world.

[D] He is in line with Aiichiro Fujiyama, Naoto Ichimanda and Tatsunosuke
Takasaki.

[B] In that sense, won't he follow the same fate as Shintaro Ishihara who
failed?

- [A] Kozaka cannot be called a candidate for prime minister if he is so afraid
and intimidated by Hamako.

[C] Each has suffered being on the lowest rung of the ladder. Rokusuke
Tanaka is now showily handling the position of MITI minister, but he has suf-
fered miserably at the lowest rung in order to support the Ohira cabinet

as vice chairman of the Diet Policy Committee when Abe was chairman. So

each has his own suffering.

[B] The reason Miyazawa is not more attractive is that he became minister
while quite young and so he has not experienced the bottom rung.

[C] Thecefore, he has no sympathy from his companions. Takeshita, Abe,
Rokusuke Tanaka, Nakagawa, Watanabe, they all have the mutual experience of
the bottom rung. Therefore, a mutual feeling of fellowship exists.

[D] The reason Kozaka somehow isn't popular is because he came from the
financial world, and has a mean spirit of not wanting to be a repetition of
Aichiro Fujiyama. On the other hand, if he 1s in the mood or spirit to
pour all that financial power into politics, saying it's fine if I am a
repeat of Fujiyama, I think he would become more popular because that would
be transmitted to others. I think there is no hope as long as he plays ten-
nis, crulses on yachts and worries about having his fortune dwindle.

- [B] As for someone in the New Liberal Club, the reason it is said that
Toshio Yamaguchi, rather than Yohei Kono, has gradually won trust is probably
because there is the feeling about him that he has suffered and scrubbed
floors. '

[C] 1If Tokusaburo Kozaka joined the Suzuki faction, a little more could be

done. He joined the Tanaka faction even though he is older than Kakuei
Tanaka; 1isn't that political suicide?
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[B] The limits of his political sense can be understood when one looks at
the fact he joined the Tanaka faction.

Odds~on Favorite and Competitor in Prime Minister Race

[Question] If you were to buy a parimutuel ticket in the post-Suzuki prime
minister race, who would be the odds-on favorite, the competitor and the
dark horse?

[C] Nikaido and Nakasone, 4 and 4; Kawamoto and Miyazawa, 1 and 1.

[A] 1In terms of the significance of the post-Suzuki prime minister, it won't
be Rokusuke Tanaka, Nakagawa or Abe.

[B] Isn't Fukuda also about 0.5?

[C] T don't think so.

[D] Aside from how long the Suzuki government will last, it will be Nakasone,
43 Nikaido, 3; and Kawamoto, 2. The reason Miyazawa is one 1s because there
could not be a third generation prime minister from the Kochikal. But if he

became prime minister, T give him a 1 because he would do well.

[Question] What about successive victories and double entries? For example,
next would be Takeshita.

[C] Then is would be Nikaido and Abe.

[A] Nakasone and Takeshita.

[B] I think Nakasone and Abe.

[Question] What about Zenko Suzuki's reelection in November next year?
[A] T think that has the strongest possibility.

[D] I think so too.

[Question] If Suzuki should fall, what would be the hurdles besides health
reasons?

[C] 1If the Tanaka faction leaves him.

[Question] Even if he gains no points politically, won't he continue as
long as the Tanaka faction is with him?

{C] Right,

[(A] Tanaka won't leave him. For Tanaka, he is the most convenient prime
minister imaginable.
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[D] Now he is good for hoth the Tanaka faction and the Fukuda factiom.
There is a strange sense of security in that,

[C] There is another case. After Suzuki's reelection, Kakuei Tanaka would
be prime minister.

[A] He finally appeared: (Laughter)
[B] That won't happen.

{C] If so, those who have been subjects of our discussions would all fly
away.

[A] Kakuei himself is not considering such a thing.

[D] What about his real intention?

[C] Only Tanaka knows that. However, because he intends to be active for
another 20 years or so, he would be a splendid post-Suzuki candidate. Right
now he thinks of nothing but having the courts declare him innocent.

{D] Of course from his perspective, isn't his feeling one of how do I live
the rest of my life if politics is taken away from me. Actually, it's quite
distressing.

[B] Seeing him recently, I think he is getting more and more into a fascist
predisposition. Let's do our utmost so that such a person doesn't become
prime minister. (Laughter)

[A] If Suzuki continues another two years, hcw old will Kakuei be.

[B] 65. He's still young, isn't he?

Zenko Who Made Politics Boring

[c] 1If Tanaka is reinstated, all the present new leaders would fly away.
Following him, it would be the era of the new ''mew leaders."

[A] Should Tanaka be made prime minister one more time, the impression of
the new leaders would be that indeed they were negligent and extremely shabby.

[B] In such a.case, what would the Nakagawa and Abe group do?
[D] Perhaps split the party.
[C] They aren't capable of such resolution.

[D] However, when they tried to form a reformed liberal party, they would
have left if Fukuda had not said, "stop."
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[B] No, they counldn't leave,
{C] They can't leave. Japan is a country where Mitsuhide Akechi could not
take over the whole country. One will take power in the end if one waits

- faithfully for his turn within the system. Therefore, Ieyasu Tokugawa took
over the country. There is no one in 2,000 years of history who has seized
political power from outside the system.
[D] What about Nobunaga Oda?

[C] He took advantage of Ashikaga as "shogun." At any rate, insurgents have
all failed. '

[B] It means that the season of uninteresting politics will continue a little
while longer.

[C] One sees that when one reads newspaper articles on politics. There has
perhaps been no time as uninteresting as now.

[D] Yesterday when I went to the Ginza, there was talk of nothing but Motoko
_ Ito. '

- [A] Politics isn't a topic. When it was a question of whether Tanaka or
Fukuda, arguments about the political situation were barbershop talk, but
when it's a question of either Nakasone or Nikaido, it won't even become
a topic of barbershop political talk.

[B] In the same way, whether it's Abe or Takeshita just won't become a topic.

- [C] On that point, the stars have all disappeared. Since Suzuki, the expec-
tations toward the prime minister have gradually lessened.

{A] Zenko made politics boring.
[D] 1t's too bad but everyone supported him.

[C] Nothing is more fundamentally uninteresting than politics supported by
everyone.

- - [B] Since interesting politics lasted for eight years, we are now resting.

[D] We're tired. Tired from the 40 day dispute and the drama of dissolution.
Ve were too active for a year.

[A] The dissolution put a'stop to everything. It was thought that just
b couldn't be..
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[B] Won't everyonc start to get hored and begin to grow restless again
around the fall of vext year?
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[Text]

Actlvities in Japan's poli-
tical world are quickly
focusing on the expected
cabinet reshuflle toward the
end of this month, now that
the government-proposed
omnibus administrative and
fiscal reform bill has been
approved by the House of
Representatives, informed
sources said Sunday.

The controversial bill on
which Suzukl said he would
stake his political life has
been the main business of
the present extraordinary
Diet session.

To be cartied out simul-
taneously with the cabinet
reshuffle will be a new line-
up of three key executives
of the ruling Liberal-Demo-
eratlc Party (LDP), whose
president is Premier Suzukd
himself.

Informed sources sald
there were nearly 100 LDP
men who were qualified for
the 20 cabinet posts, and
they were already in a heat-
ed race for the posts.

Besides, lactlon  leaders
within the LDP are shaping
up thelr strategy to win
the LDP's presidential elec-
tlon  which automatically
promises the premier’s post.
The election s scheduled to
be held in autumn 1982.

These developments gath-
ered momentum on October
23 when lormer premlers
Kakuel Tanakia and Takeo
Fukudn, who had been on
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CABINET RESHUFFLE FOCUS OF POLITICAL ACTIVITIES
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bad terms for many years,
met at a' Japanese ‘restau-
rant in Tokyo. This took
place while Suzuki was out
of the country to attend the
North-South  summit in
Cancun, Mexico, and touch-
ed off a rumor that the Ta-
naka-Fukuda conference
marked a thaw between the
two factlons led by them.

On October 29, Interna-
tional Trade and Industry
Minister (MITI) Rokusuke
Tanaka expressed his hope
to remain in the cabinet
during a meeting of his own
faction on the ground that
it would help him win poli-
tical battles in the future.

The heated race for cabi-
net posts, party executive
positions and the premier-
ship is reflected in as many
as 175 fund-raising partles
scheduled from now through
the end of the year for LDP
men, '

As far as the cabinet re-
shuffle is ¢oncerned, it is a
“gellers’ market,” political
observers sald, giving almost
a free hand to Premier Su-
2uki, but he must be very
careful in selecting new
cabinet members. .

This arises from the fact
that Suzuki's post is sup-
ported by a deltcately bal-
anced all-party setup which
was realized following the
unexpected death of former
prime minister Masayoshi
Ohlra, which created a po-
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litical vacuum within the
ruling party.

One mistake by Suzuki in
the cabinet reshuffle will
endanger his post in the
next LDP presidential elec-
tion scheduled for next au-
tumn, the sources said.

The most crucial points in
the reshuffle involve the
post of the party secretary-
general, followed by the two
other party executive posts;
and whether or not Admin-
istrative Management Agen-
cy Director-General Yeasu-
hiro Nakasone and Eco-
nomic Planning Agency
Director-General Toshio Ko-
moto would remain within
the cabinet, since both Na-
kasone and Komoto are
leaders of the respective fac-
tions.

The three executive posts
are to be held by the three
mainstream faction led by
Suzuki, Tanaka and Fukuda’
under an agreement already
arrived at between these
factions and most other
members of the LDP.

But once the names of
individual candidates for
the posts are mentioned,
there are bound to be con-
flicts despite the accord.

In fact, Fukuda has al-
ready indicated that the
post of the secretary-gen-
eral should go to factions
other than that of Suzuki
to avold unfair rule of the
party.

Under the circumstances,
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informed sources sald, Su-
zuki is considering appoint-
ing Executive Board Chair-
man Susumu Nikaido to the
post. but this is opposed by
the Fukuda faction on the
ground that Nikaido is Ta-
naka's closest aide.

Suzuki faction members
also oppose Nikaido's ap-
pointment to the key post.
They say that the coffers
of the party would go under
Nikaido’s control, and
moreover the next LDP
presidential election would
be run as Tanaka liked.

The 20 members of the
Suzuki cablnet comprise
three members each from
the Suzuki, Tanaka and
Fukuda factions, two each
from the Nakasone and Ko-
moto factions, one from the
Nakagawa faction, three
who are not affiliated with
any faction and three
members of the House of
Councllors.

The Tanaka faction,
which has swelled to 105
members, or the largest
among the LDP factions, is
crowded with candldates
struggling to get a cabinet
post.

The struggling is so in-

tense that some Tanaka.

faction members have even
called on the Suzukl fac-
tion to refrain as much as
possihe from trying to
secure a cabinet post, “if
Suzuki wants to be reelect-
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ed LDP president through
the next election.”

The Tanaka faction has
been driven into a tight
corner after the former
wife of Toshio Enomoto,
former secretary of Tana-
ka, recently testified in the
Tokyo District Court that
her ex-husband had recelv-
ed a %500 million bribe
from Lockheed Alreraft
Corporation throughk Maru-
beni Corporation.

Nevertheless, it is not cer-
tain if the testimony will
really hurt the faction in
the forthcoming reshuffle
of the key cabinet and par-
ty posts.

Some observers believe
that Tanaka would do his
utmost to increase his fac-
tion’s influence both in the
party and the cabinet in
desperate efforts to main-
tain his prestige.

Indications also are that
Suzuki is expected to re-
tain both Nakasone and
Komoto within his cabinet
to avoid any unrest within
the LDP. '

Suzuki then wants to
tour the Middle East and
visit the US and China to
strengthen his position be-
fore the LDP presidential
election, the sources sald.

On Sunday, Komoto was
reported to have decided to
remain within the 8uzukl
cabinet accepting Suzukl’s
request to this effect.
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CABINET RESHUFFLE: WHO WILL BE FOREIGN MINISTER

Tokyo ASAHI EVENING NEWS in English 3 Oct 81 p 3

[Text]
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The annual political game
of musical chairs gets into full
swing soon and there are four
veteran conservative  politi-
cians already cmerging as Ja-
pan’s next possible foreign
minister, .

Prime Minister Suzuki is ex-
pected to reshuffle his Cabinet
after the end of the current
extraordinary session of the
Diet in mid-November,

The firing and hiring of
Cabinet ministers is overdue
for Suzuki. His predecessors
normally reshaped their Cabi-
net makeup every 12 months
or so.

Suzuki became party presi-
dent and prime minister in
the summer of 1980 following
the untimely death of Masa-
yoshi Obhira.

Some ministers, notably
heads of LDP factions, have
been spared from the ax, but
many men in the 20-member
Cabinet barely have survived
more than a year.

Foreign Minister Sunao
Sonoda, a World War Il para-
troop officer who was brought
to his present post after his
predecessor resigned in pro-
test in May in a dispute stem-
ming from the interpretation
of a joint Japan-U.S. com-
munique, may survive, ac-
cording to rumors floating in
the political vineyard.

But others say Sonoda may
face three foes—Shintaro Abe,
chairman of the LDP Policy
Board, Yoshio Sakurauchi,
LLDP  secretary-general  and
Masumi Esaki, a former min-

ASAHL EVENING NEWS
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ister of international trade and
industry,

Those who bet on Sonoda
to stay on the job say he has
been in his present post for
only a few months, Sonoda
bungled shortly after he re-
placed former Foreign Min-
ister Masayoshi Ito with a re-
mark that a communique did

not mean a nation’s foreign h nts
-1 ", % have as his- foreign minister,

policy.

Diplomacy . is not Prige, taking the following into con-

“ gideration: Emphasis on policy,
-award - the . foreign minister’s

Minister Suzuki’s. forté, g4 hé
has specialized’ during rhost of
his political career in behtnd-
the-scenes give-and-take poli-
tical wrangling or in fishery
affairs,

Abe, regarded as a' poten-
tial conservative party leader,
has not served as foreign min-
ister. :

Sakurauchi is reported to be

interested in getting a ‘Cabinet

post. Foreign Ministry officials
call him a top political figure
rich in experience.

Bureaucrats apparently are
more favorable to Sakurauchi
than Sonoda, who tends to dis-
play his strong personality,
Under Sakurauchi, foreign
service officers believe they
could reconstruct the nation’s
diplomacy guided by bureau-
crats,

Esaki is said to be strongly -

interested in getting back to
the “front stage,” as he has
been away from any Cabinet

ministerial post for sometime. °

He recently visited the
Middle East and flew to Cairo
following the assassination of

1981
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Egyptian President Anwsr Sa-
dat.

A major burdle for him is
whether he wins a recom-
mendation for a Cabinet porto-
folio from the faction led by
former Prime Minister Kaku-
ei Tanaka. :

But in the final analysis, it's
up to Prime Minister Suzuki
to decide who he wants to

He must make the decision

post to person for his service
to the ruling party, pick a man
from the point of view of
keeping factional ‘balance or
choose the foreign minister to
check foreign service officers.

Sonoda and Esaki fit intod
the first category. They are
generally believed able to
tackle policy matters involving
Japan’s - relations with' the
United States, South Korea,
the Soviet Union and the Mid-
dle East, -

Both Sakurauchi and- Abe
could be ideal men for the

- job if Suzuki were to pick one

in appreciation for his service
to the party. :
However, if Suzuki were to
choose his foreign minister on
thc basis of factional power
balance, he could not easily
give it to any one because he
would have to consider who
gets other key cabinet posts,
such as finance minister and
MITI minister or three top

party posts,
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FUKUDA-TANAKA MEETING REVIEWED

Tokyo THE DAILY YOMIURI in English 30 Oct 81 p 3

[Article by Raisuke Honda in "Political Beat" column]

[Text]
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The ununnounceéd and unexpected meel-
meg of former prime ministers Kakuel Ta-
raka and Takeo Fukuda astonished the
political world, although there are good
reasons on both sides to repalr their rup-
tured relations.

The Tanaka-Fukuda talks were really a
surprise. The two have had very chilly
relations and have never met since Ta-
naka resigned as premler under fire for
his “monecy-power politics” in 1974, al-
though the Tanaka and Fukuda factions
now serve as two separate malnstays of
the Suzuki government.

A little more than dozen years ago, Ta-
naka and Fukuda used to be called the
two main pillars of the administration of
the late Eisaku Sato.

Tanaka did much for the long life of
the Sato cabinet through his services
in raising political funds for the Liberal-
Democratic Party (LDP) and handling
other party affalrs. .

Fukuda, for his part, played an impor-
tant role in helping formulate and imple-
ment key policies of the Sato government.

At the end of the Sato cabinet in 1972,
however, Tanaka acted contrary to the
wishes of the late Sato who wanted Fuku-
da to become his successor.

When Tanaka ran in the 1972 presiden-
tlal election for LDP president and defeat-
cd Fukuda, they had a bitter falling out.

Why. then, did the two hold these per-
sonal talks after so many years of en-
mlty?

It ls believed that a senior member of
the Fukuda faction, Mitsuo Setoyama,
acted as “go-between” for the Tanaka-
Fukuda reconciliation talks.

According to LDP sources, Setoyama ar-
ranged the talks between Tanaka and Fu-
kuda over lunch at a Japanese restaurant
near the Diet building last Friday with
former Defense Agency director-general
Tokutaro Khmura as host.

Sctoyama, who is sald eager to get
cither of the three executive posts of the
LDP in the forthcominyg reshuffle fo the
cabinet and party lineup, reporiedly had

THE DAILY YOMIURI 1981

18

asked Kimura to invite Tanaka and Fu-
kuda to the luncheon. The two attended
a party.held last summer in honor of Ki-
mura. .

Apparently with a .view tc playing
down the significance of his talks with
Tanaka, Fukuda was quoted by his aides
as saying: “I accepted Kimura’s invita-
tion only because he told me that there
would many attending the luncheon, In-
cluding Mr Tanaka I was really surpirised
only four came to the mgeﬁng,'bxf ‘N0~
thing important ‘wag ‘dischssed” Mi: my:
talks with Mr Tanaka)? ~* <. ° .77 L

Meanwhile, Tanaks is quoted as saying
he had never been told in . advance that .
Fukuda would come to the luncheon.

However, theré has been, strong political
attention paid to the Tanaka-Fukuda
meeting because it came only -a month
before the reshuffle .of the cabinet and
party lineup scheduled for late November.

As LDP Dietman well informed of the
party's interfactional relations’ says: “The
meeting was certainly’ a great boon to
Tanaka. To Tanaka, who is working all-
out to be reinstated in the political world
desplite his current status as defendant in
the Lockheed payoff trial, the talks with
Fukuda, the strongest critic against Ta-
naka’s ‘money-power politics,’ is certainly
a blg step forward toward that goal.”

“You wonder why Fukude agreed to
have talks with Tanaka,” he continued,
“put Pukuda seems to have not yet given
up the idea of taking the jeins of govern-
ment again.” '

“If go, it i3 only natural for Fukuda to
want to rheet Tanaka to end thelr awk-
ward relations,” the Dietman speculated.

Prime Minister Suzuki was reportedly
informed of the Tanaka-Fukuda talks
while in Cancun, Mextco, for the summit
conference of rich and poor countries.

Suzuki reportedly kept his composure
when hearing the news, saylng only, “That
is not of any significance.”

However, he may very well be feeling
very uneasy that the two main support-
ers of his government went into a huddle
when he was out of Japan.
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SUZUKI'S PIANS RIPENING FOR PERSONNEL RESHUFFLE

Tokyo MAINICHI DAILY NEWS in English 11 Nov 81 p 2

[Article by Takehiko Takahashil

= [Text]

The Extraordinary Diet
session now under way is
scheduled to continue to Nov.
17. An extension may be
inevitable. LDF Secretary
General Yoshio Sakuratehi has
stated that he would like to see
the Diet work concluded by
Nov. 26. Since the term of office
of the LDP officers will ter-
minate on Nov. 27. what
Sakurauchi means is that he
would like to have the Diet
session ended by then.

Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki
has been thinking from some
time in the past of carrying out
a cabinet reshuffle together
with a change of party officers.
But because of Justice Minister
Seisuke Okuno's statement
concerning the testimony by
Enomoto's divorced wife. the
Diet may be exterded longer
than earlier anticipated. Voices
have been heard within the LDP
that it might be difficult to bring
the Diet session to an end by
Nov. 26,

The late Prime Minister
Hayato Ikeda liked to carry out
a cabinet reshuifle on the 8"
days of the month. that is. on
the 8th. 18th and 28th. It is
believed that this was because
the Japanese ideograph for 8"
can be seen to “"open up toward

19

the end" and Ikeda seemed to
consider this a lucky omen.

There is a custom in Japan
for certain days to be con-
sidered “lucky'* and some other
days to be considered
“unlucky.” For a wedding. a
day called “Taian" is selec-
ted—never a day called
«Butsumetsu.” Similarly the
day of “Tomobiki" is avoided
for a funeral.

In the light of this super-
stition, it is thought that Prime
Minister Suzuki is likely to
carry out a reshuffle of the
cabinet and party posts on Dec.
2 after the Diet session ends.
This is because Dec. 2, a
Wednesday, is also the day of
“Taian."”

Rumors Abound

Many rumors are already
circulating as to the reshuffle of
cabinet and party posts. Let us
consider some of the
possibilities.

LDP secretary general—
Considered as the most likely
candidate is Susumu Nikaido
(Tanaka faction), present
chairman of the LDP Executive
Council. Because of suspected
involvement in the Lockheed
scandal, Nikaido was labeled
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as a ‘“gray high-ranking of-
fictal.” For a while he did not
appear on the front stage of the
political world.

By becoming chairman cf the
LDP Executive Council. the
dishonor of being called a *gray
high-ranking official” was
removed. For that reason, even
Shintaro Abe (Fukuda faction:.
chairman of the Policy Affairs
Research Council, is saying
that he would nol object to
*Nikaido becoming the party's
secretary general.”

Nikaido heads the Tanaka
faction. The testimony this time
by Enomoto’s divorced wife has

strengthened the speculation
that former Prime Minister
Kakuei Tanaka will be found
guilty. There is therefore an
opinion that Prime Minister
Suzuki might avoid appointing
Nikaido as secretary general.
Nevertheless, former Prime
Minister Takeo Fukuda is
strongly opposed to having the
next secretary general come
from the Suzuki faction. In the
final analvsis. there may be no
alternative except to make a
choice from the numerically
largest Tanaka faction.

There is a view that in such a
case. Prime Minister Suzuki
will select Shin Kanemaru, who
is at present chairman of the
special committee on ad-
ministrative reform. as the
secretary general rather than
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Nikaido.

If so. according to some
opinions, a dissoluticn effect
might gradually appear within
the Tanaka faction and this is
what Prime Minister Suzuki is
secretly hoping for.

Should the secretary
general's post be filled by
someone from the Tanaka
faction. the remaining two key
officers—chairman of the
Executive Council and chair-
man of the Policy Affairs
Research Council—will
probably be from the Fukuda
and Suzuki factions.

Likely prospects from the
Fukuda faction as chairman of
the Executive Council are
Education Minister Tatsuo
Tanaka and former Justice
Minister Mitsuo Setoyama. It
was Setovama who -earlier
arranged a meeting between
former Prime Ministers
Fukuda and Tanaka and some
say that this was a sales pitch
aiming at becoming chairman
of the Executive Council.

Although the name of Chief
Cabinet Secretary Kiichi
Miyazawa is mentioned as the
most likely prospect as
chairman of the Policy Affairs
Research Council, it is
problematical whether Prime
Minister Suzuki will release
Miyazawa who is well-versed in
diplomacy. On the other hand. if
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Miyazawa is retained as chief
cabinet secretary, MITI
Minister Rokusuke Tanaka.
who has a strong feeling of
rivalry with Miyazawa, will
strongly oppose being trans-
ferred elsewhere. There is the
danger of the Suzuki faction
being plunged into confusion.

Drawing the greatest at-
tention among the cabinet
members is Foreign Minister
Sunao Sonoda. Chairman
Shintaro Abe of the Policy
Affairs Research Council is
certain to enter the cabinet. and.
it is considered most likely that
he will be given the foreign
minister’s post.

Abe, however, does not favor
being regarded as “a candidate
for foreign minister.” Abe
became chief cabinet secretary
after Sonoda in the Fukuda
cabinet. If he again assumes a
post in succession to Sonoda.
Abe will constantly be in the
position of “driving out Sono-
da.” Abe seems to be concerned
about this.

Prime Minister Suzuki has
not given any definite hints as
yet regarding the personnel
reshuffle. Nevertheless. rumors
centering around the personnel
reshuffle- and sales pitches are
taking place briskly witkin the
Liberal-Democratic Party.

«The writer is an idviser to
the Mainichi Newspapers and
former chief editorial writer).
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SONODA FACES DIFFICULTY IN RETAINING POST

[Article by Minoru Shimizul

[Text]

One of the focal points tn the
reshuffle of Cabinet ministers
and top party executives
which Prime Minister Zenko
Suzuki is expected to carry out
at the end of this month. or
early next month at the latest,
.5 whether or not Foreign Min-
ister Sunao Sonoda will be re-
tained in his present post.

Sonoda. then health and wel-
fare minister. was appointed
foreign mimster last May to re-
place Masavoshi Ito who re-
signed to iake responsibility
for the confusion concerning
the nterpretation of the joint
communique of the Japan-U.S.
summit.

During the six months he
has been foreign minister,
Sonoda has lived up to his rep-
utation as a man of action. In
this short period he has held
as many as seven meetings
with U.S Secretary of State Al-
exander M. Haig and has also
had talks with Soviet zovern-
ment lesders inoan etfort to
bring about some inprove-
ment in Japan-Soviet rela-
Lions.

His styie of diplomacy con-
trasts strongly with that of for-
mer Foreign Minister Ito
which was always low-Keyed
and cautious.

21
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Dual Diplomacy

At the same time. Sonoda
has eliminated the discord con-
cerning foreign affairs be-
tween the ‘‘Kantei” (prime
minister's offictal residence)
and the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs which had been a serious
problem at the time when Ito
was foreign minister. One rea-
son for this discord was that
Ito did not get along with Chief
Cabinet Secretary Kiichi
Miyazawa. despite the fact
that they were both leading
members of the same (Suzuki)
faction. This frequently re-
sulted in a lack of coordination
in th- handling of foreign af-
fairs between Ito at the For-
eign Ministry and Miyazawa.
who had his office at the
prime minister's official resi-
dence. For this reason the di-
plomacy of the Suzuki Cabinet
was criticized as being a ‘-dual
diplomacy” conducted by the
Kantei and the Foreign Min-
istry.

In Sonoda's favor. therefore.
it can be said that he has ful-
filled his role as a replacement
for former Foreign Minister
1to and has rescued Prime
Minister Suzuki trom the predi-
cament in which he found him-
self at the time of the joint
communique hassle.
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On the other hand. however.
he has brought upon himseif a
great deal of criticism by mak-
ing a number of ill-considered
statements arising from his
natural outspokenness. (A pre-
diction that this might be the
case was made in this column
of June 11.) Many members of
the Liberal-Democratic Party
(LLDPY and Foreign Ministry
veterans give him a low rating
tor his achievements as lor-
eign minister and are strongly
critical of his diplomatic
stance.

This criticism of Senoda's di-
plomacy made itself apparent
recently at a joint meeting of
six foreign affairs study com-
mittees of the LDP. This meet-
ing was held to hear Sonoda re-
port on the North-South sum-
mit at Cancun. Mexico. and
other diplomatic matters. How-
ever, there were no questions
raised concerning Sonoda’s re-
port — instead a series of criti-
cisms were leveled against
Sonoda tor several *'slips of
the tongue™ he had made in
the recent past. Several right-
wing LDP Dietmen. including
Tokuichiro Tamazawa. Eiichi
Nakao and Akira Hatano,
grilled the foreign minister on
his “diplomatic ideology.™

Some samples of their ques-
tions and criticisms were:

--Why had Sonoda made
statements  harmful . to rela-
tions between Japan and the
Republic of Korea”

- Sonoda's perception of dip-
lomatic problems concerning
the U S. is too optimistic.

—In his efforts to promote di-
plomacy with the Soviet
Union. he should take care not
to aid and abet the Soviet strat-
egy ol alienating Japan from
the 7.8,

Sonoda was a member of the
Demaocratic Party when  the
first Japan-U7 5. Security
Treaty was approved by the
Diet in 1951 - the party in pow-
er at the time being the Liber-
al Partyr, and Tamazawa
went so far as to attack Sono-
da for having opposed the
treaty at that time.
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Slip of Tongue

Sonoda’s most serious slip of
the tongue was his statement
in Manila, one month after he
became foreign minister. that
joint communiques are not
binding.” He was said to have
made this statement to help
out Prime Minister Suzuki who
was in a difficult position over
the interpretation of the Ja-
pan-US. joint communique.
Refuting as it did the validity

of a joint communique drawn
up on the basis of an agree-
ment between the leaders of
two nations. this statement un-
dermined other countries’ con-
fidence In Japan, and in the
U.S. it aroused a particularly
strong feeling of distrust.

This setback in relations
with the U.S. which form the
pivot of Japan’s diplomacy has
done much harm to Sonoda’s
position. His critics in the LDP
eite this indiscretion as the
main ground for their criti-
cism.

Following are some exam-
ples of other notable Sonoda
gaffes:

—Concerning U.S. diplomacy
in the United Nations: ““With-
out paying what it should
(U.N. contributionsj. the U.S.
has no right to rule the roost.”

—Regarding former U.S.
Ambassador Edwin O. Reis-
chauer's statement on the nu-
clear weapons question: It s
uncalled-for. big-power meddl-
ing — extremely bad form.”

—Concerning the $6 billion
loan requested by Korea: A
figure dreamed up overright.”

At the foreign affairs meet-
ing. Foreign Minister Sonoda
gave explanations in answer to
a large number of questions
and at the same time made re-
peated promises that he would
take good care not to let his
tongue run away with him in
the future.

Sonoda’s Calculation

Obhservers regard Sonoda’s
statements as being calcu-
lated. They say it Is Sonoda‘s
method to ‘‘shoot up f(ire-
works and decide his policy
while watching the reaction.
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Some members of the LDP are
also of the opimon that they
are part ot Sonoda’s diplomat-
ic strategy. They say he con-
sciously aims at getung pub-
licity in the mass media and
creating his own ‘‘originality”
after taking into consideration
the reaction to his statements.
Recently, however. many
members of the government
and LDP have been vorcing
the opinton that Sonoda’s diplo-
macy lacks consistency, hold-
ing him responsible 1n particu-
lar for upsetuing Japan’s rela-
tions with the U S. Even a
leader of the Tanaka faction
who is well dispused toward
Sonvda has said that. in view
of the vehemence of the cril-
cism leveled agamnst him at
the joint meeting on foreign af-
fairs, there is no chance of
Sonoda being retained.
However. nonoda en)oys the
spectial contidence of Prime
Mimster Suzuki and is there-
fore hopetul that the prime
minister will continue to treat
him tavorably. At the time of
the intraparty dispute aimed
at forcing the withdrawal of
Prime Minister Takeo Miki in
1976, sonoda and Suzuki fought
side by stde 1n alliance with Su-
sumu Nikaido. now chairman
of the LDP's Executive Coun-
cil They won the day. and the
Miki Cabinet was forced o re-
sitn at the end of that year.
Since that time Suzuki and
Sonoda have been very close.
Suzuki's Passive Attitude
But observers say that in
view of the fact that Suzuki is
now taking a passive attitude
toward a proposed tour of the
Middle East next January. the
prime minister appears to be
having second thoushts about

retaining Sonoda.

It was Sonoda who proposed
that the prime minister should
visit the Middle East at an
early date, and in this he was
motivated by his desire to re-
main in the post of foreign
minister. If the prime minister
is to make a tour of the Middle
East in January. preparations
will have to be started immedi-
atelv. And to change foreign
ministers once these prepara-
tions have hegun would be un-
desirable from the standpoint
of “diplomatic continuity.” In
this way Sonoda hoped to vir-
tually guarantee his retention
as foreign minister by having
the prime minister decide to
make a Middle East tour at an
early date.

From the viewpoint of Ja-
nar. s relations with other coun-
tries. two changes of foreign
ministers within the space of
one vear would be undesirable.
Sonoda has been in the post
for only a little more than half
a vear, and in this sense it
would be proper to retain him.
tHe had ‘ormerly served a
two-vear term as foreign min-
ister). However. it cannot be
denied that his statements
over the past six months have
raised many doubts as to his
sultability.

In the LDP, two names have
already heen put forward as
candidates for the foreign min-
ister's post. They are shintaro
Abe. chairman of the Policy
Affairs Research Council. who
is an executive of the Fukuda
faction and one of the so-
called new leaders. and Yoshio
Sakurauchi. the party’s secre-
tary-general.
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Tokyo THE DAILY YOMIURI in English 1 Nov 81 p 2

["Behind the Scenes" column by Minoru Hirano]

[Text]

The cancellation of the visit to .Ta'phn_

by Soviet Education Minister Mikhail A

Prokofyev chilled the mood for mending

the Japan-Soviet fence which had’ been .
building up since the talks between Foz-:

elgn Minister Sonoda and his Soviet coun-

terpart Andrel Gromyko in September. The -

cancellation reminded the Japunese, once
«gain, the difficulty of Japan-Soviet rela-

tions.
The reason for the cancellation was pro-

cedural. The Foreign Ministry decided to -

igsue a specific visa instead of a diplomatic
visa on the grounds that Prokofyev had
been invited by the Parliamentarians
League for Japan-Soviet Friendship and
his coming would be part of the Japan-
Soviet exchanges of
There are precedents where the Forelgn
Ministry issued a specific visa for Soviet
ministers except Forelgn Minister Gro-
myko. :

But this is only one side of the story.
After the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan,
the Japanese Governmeni froze high-level
officlal exchanges of personnel with the
Soviet Unlon as part of its sanctions
against that country. Inasmuch as the

soviet troops still occupy Afghanistan, the’

Japanese Government cannot totally lft
the sanctions. If the government issues a

alplomatic visa for Prokofyev, talks be---
tween him and members of the Japanese °

cabinet will have to be arranged, and then
this will be taken as easing of the sanc-
tions.

The Soviet Union probably intended to
find a way to make Japan lift its sanctions
against the Sovlets. The Soviet Union says
that Sonoda and Gromyko agreed to pro-
mote Japan-Soviet government-level con-
tacts. The Soviet Government issued diplo-

parliamentarians.
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matic visas when Japanese Dlet members.

including ‘former forelgn’ minister Ichiro
Hatoyama ' visited Moscow. The Soviet
Unlon'¢laims’ that whatever the precedent
may be, the Japanese Government insulted
the Soviet Untont by not treating Prokofyev

a8 o member of the cabinet, and vidldted-
the agreement'‘réached between Gromyko

and Sonoda and'the ‘principle of -recipro-

tity. By canceling' the visit by the”educa- -

tion nilhister, Moscow expréssed its’ protest
against Japan. - - e RSN

"Press commetits on 'this. incldeﬁt ire -

dlvided into t¥Wo'tones.'One group of ‘news-

papers’ says that the Boviet Uhlon ‘at- -

tempted to.--rock Japan ‘by taking''ad-
vantage“of its zsal to/start a dialog with
that country and that the Japanese. Gov-
ernment should take a resolute stand

agahisty it “The "offieri group, dayg thiat
“ehhanced afalog bﬁ’m B t%o'{,a%'-
tries is necessary for both 'sides and the

countriés. "This latter group says that if
the Soviet education minister. arrived In
Japan .with &' specific - visa, “the Soviet
Union would have been able .tc..pave the
way for high-level exchangés ou the basls
of that and that Japan, too, should.beware
of the US' and West. Eutope’s positive con-

“‘tadts with Moscow.

"The * situation . i, complicaled by ' the
Tostile attitude of many Liberal-Democrats

and. the unfavorable attitude . of Foreign.
Ministry officials toward Sonoda, who.ls

constdered an advocate of promogfon . of
triendship, with the Soviet Unlqn.. Sonoda
wént . oh record saying: that. the goal of
Japaness diplomacy i3 to prevent, the U8
and the'Soviet -Union from going; to ,war.
At the {ime of. the YN, General Assembly,
he meét'Gomyko. and U8 Secretary of 8tate
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Alexander Haig separately, and after; re- .
turning to Tokyo, he claimed he hagd serv-
ed as a mediatnr between the two super-
powers. I

Adnﬂnl.strauve Mo.nagement. Agency m-
rector-General Yasuhiro Nakasone. criticiz-
¢d Sonoda's foreign -policy -when he-.sald,
st a meeting of:the Libera}-Democratic
members of the Tokyo Metropolitan As-
sembly on October. 24, /that Japan; .which
depends on the US for its national-security,
could not hope to serve as. :a mediator
between the US and the Soviet. Union..

Sonoda and Nakasone have .always been
on bad terms.. Sonoda:was grilied. hy . his
foes in the Liberal~Democratic: Party (LDP)
at a joint session of five LDP gommittees
on foreign, security .and other  affairs
Thursday for his slip-of tongue on. Japans
forelgn relations. .

To Sonoda, 'who is under a crossﬂm of
censures, the Foreign Ministry is .cold.
Mainstream officlals of the Foreign Min-
istry attach top importance to Japan-UB
relations, and are worried about Sonoda’s
policy. There is a strong mood among
them to consider Sonoda an “invader” be-
cause Sonoda assumed the post of foreign
minister succeeding Masayoshi- Ito, who
resigned by assuming responsibllity for the
Japan-US Joint statement."

Will SBonoda be able to remeain in the
cabinet =as forelgn minister -overcoming
such a bitter -mood against him? It de-
pends on Prime Minister Buzukl's -judg-
ment alone. The future of Japan:-Soviet
telations hinges on whether Sonoda re-
mains in the post or not.

COPYRICHT: THE DAILY YOMIURI 1981
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SOCIALIST PARTY CONVENTION PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY

Tokyo ASAHI EVENING NEWS in English 4 Nov 81 p 7

[Editorial: "JSP Convention"]

[Text]

The Japan Socialist Party has ‘started preparing for its
national convention in February 1982. It has drawn up a draft
for the revision of “The Road to Socialism in Japan,” which
has hitherto been a party platform in all but riame. This draft,
which was drawn up after lengthy debate, will be submitted to’
the convention. There are also moves to hold an election of
the party chairman, in which all the party members will parti-
cipate, prior to the convention.

The draft for the revision of “The. Road to Socialism”
takes an unprecedentedly realistic view of .the domestic and
international scenes, and is clearly designed to establish a new..
course for the 1980s, a course that'is far more realistic than the
one established 15 years ago by “The Road to Sociallsm.” Let
us look at the changes in the party’s appraisal of the existing
situation and at the steps it intends to take to copé with this:
situation, )

For instance. it recognizes the trends toward the multi-
polarization and diversification of international relations and’
shows signs of trying to escape from the simple formula of
East-West confrontation. It also states that problems with’
regard to democracy are common to the socialist countries and.
that this springs from political immaturity. In, the drive to
reform the existing situation, the party, according to the ‘draft,
will not restrict itself to opposing the Government's policies,
but will encourage the foundation of a democratic socialist state
by means of greater participation in popular mavements;

But in the process of arriving at this draft, there remain
suspicions about just how much debate there was concerning
the implications of developments' in Afghanistan and Poland.
In addition, despitc the fact that the intellectuals who prepated
the draft had taken as broad a point of view as possible, it
scems that, when the draft was presented for discussion by the
party, the rightists and leftists merely bickered over it in terms
of their own narrow views. ) )

In this debate, the main theme, which concerned the
socialist vision of the future, was carried over as a study theme
until the end of 1982. Henceforth, dsbate shauld not be con-
fined to the party; it is important that the interest of the general
pubtic should be aroused. ¢ ' c o
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This debate will be greatly affected by the JSP’s gystem
of leadership, and the ability of its leaders. Since these factors -
are connected with the course the party takes, it is’only natural
that there should be interest both inside and outside the party
concerning who will lead the party.

Recently, there have been a series of problems that- have
exposed the weakness of Asukata’s leadership. . In addition to
the waverings with respect to the “administrative reform Diet”
and the split in the JSP’s Tokyo Chapter, there is the lack of
consistency concerning the action policy for the Upper House
national constituency election in 1983. The party leaders first
decided on a policy of dividing the constituency by region so
that candidates would get votes principally from the regions to
which they are assigned. In the face of strong opposition from
the labor unions, however, it seems that the leaders are now in-
clined to retain to some extent the present formula, by which
candidates get votes from labor unions.

The rightist factions within the party, which' are dissatisficd
with the present confused situation, are thinking of setting up
a candidate to oppose Asukata. But observers within the party,
and particularly the leftiit Tactions that intend .to continue sup-
porting Asukata, believe that these moves are aimed eventually
at winning the post of secretary-general for. the 'fight, and not
the chairmanship. If this is true, the factional politicking that
has been endemic in the party has clearly not been laid to rest.

"Perhaps the sclection of party leaders by meaas of com-
promises reached between factions cannot be helped. But there
is no serious debate in the JSP concerning what system of
leadership is needed so that the long decline in the party’s
strength can be arrested. It is only these factional transactions
that are noticeable.

‘The party should take a look at the changes in the environ-
ment surrounding the party. In view of the labor federations’
moves to form a unified front, the clection of the ISP leaders
will have greater significance than ever. '

An eclection in which! factional considesstipns. are :allowed
too much play will create grudges and will further réduce the
energy of the party, The party should consider a run-off vote
in an election in which all the party members participate. This
would be appreciated by the general public. (Nov. 2) '

ASAHT EVENING NEWS 1981
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- MILITARY

JAPAN, SUPERPOWER STRATEGY ANALYZED
- Tokyo THE DAILY YOMIURI in English 19,20,22,23,24,25,26,27,29,30,31 Oct 81

. [11-Part article by Ryochi Nishijima, Akira Saito, Tatou Takahama, Kozo Kumura,
Koichi Hamazaki and Yasuo Suzuki: '"Japan and Superpower Strategy']

- [19 Oct 81 p 1]

- [Text] ASDF Must Destroy 30 Percent of Invading Enemy Aircraft

There has been a great
upheaval in the world, cen-
tering on the Middle East,
and President Reagan ap-
parently wants to cope with
the situation with a display
of force. This has brought
about a certain amount of
acrimony from the Soviet
Union and other European
nations.

Japan, too, has been pres-
sured to increase its defense
capability and this has pre-
sented the country with a
number of difficult prob-
lems.

‘This is the first of a series
in which The Yomiuri Shim-
bun will review Japan’s de-
fense problems as objeclive-
ly as possible.~Editor.

* * *

The metallle, carspiitting
roar of jet fighter planes
1ent the air at the Alr Self-
Defense Force (ASDI') buse
at Chitose, Hokkaldo, in the
carly morning of October 6.

An order came down from
{lie Northern Alr Defense
"tendquarters In  Misawa,
Aomori-ken,  which  com-
mands the Second Win:, sta-
tioned at Chitose Alr Base:

“More than 40 planes of
an unidentified naljonality
are approaching Wakkanai
and Tnbetsu radar sites.

They are in two-plane for-
mations. Take off imme-
diately and intercept.”

Squadrons of fighters, al-
ready on standby in the air
over the base, flew north,
followed immediately . by
F4EJs and F104Js on stand-
by on the ground.

An defense mobilization
order had only been issued
in the afternoon of the pre-

vious day and the ASDF was -

not fully prepared for ac-
tion.

Soon the invading planes
were reported to have at-
tacked 10 radar sites in Hok-
kaldo and the Tohoku dls-
trict in northern Honshu,
and then ground-to-air mis-
sile bases. near the Chitose
cnd Misawa alr bases,

Another repoit sald that
about three of the ASDF
interceptors had been dam-
aged and the number of
damaged planes was increas-
ing. *

Thirty minutes later, a
second wave of invading
planes—about the same
number 4s before—arrived,
meaning that the invading
torces had completely suc-
ceeded in mounting & sur-
prise attack.

28
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These were the assump-
tions on which the ASDF
carried out a one-week com-
prehensive exercise begin-
ning October 3.

A total of 550 planes plus
48,000 members of the ASDF
weré mobilized in the ex-
ercise which was conducted
also on the assumption that
the US could not help Japan
because it needed its planes
for operations in other
areas. . ' '

Japan’s alr space s
guarded by 28 radar stations
zcross the country, whi¢h
are linked to seven ASDF
air bases, six Nike and eight
Hawk ground-to-air missile
units. There are a total of
about 300 interceptors at the
seven alr bases.

-In the front line, guarding
northern Japan, is the Sec-
ond’ Wing stationéd at Chi-
tose Alr Base with 40 jet
fighters, comprising F104Js
and P4Es. ;
~ “A fighter-bomber sta-
tioned at a base in Siberia's
Maritime Province would
take only about 20 minutes
to cross the Japan Sea and
this puts us under a great
straln, sald Maj Gen Tada-
yoshi Yonekawa, commander
of the . wing.
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Lt-Col Kyoji Sugishila, 44,
commander of the 302nd
Squadron of F4EJs, and Lt
Col Shingo Shiraide, 41,
commander of the 203rd
Squadron of F104Js, both
stressed, “We can't afford to
be defeated.”

The alr base was built 25
years ago and planes sta-
tioned there scrambled for
the 2,000th time last July
9. It appearcd that the
pilots at the uir base were
haunted by thoughts of So-
viet planes because all the
scrambles have been caused
by Soviet aircraft.

“There are very few cases

of single-scated  fighter
planes flying over the Ja-
pan Sea,” said Yonekawa.
He said Soviet plunes fly-
ing over the Japan Sea are
electronic reconnalssance
planes such as TU16s and
TU95s as well as IL38s de-
signed to collect informa-
tion. They make an aver-
age 220 flights a year
around Japan, he added.
The Soviet Union main-
tains 2,210 aircraft in the
Far East region and this

[20 Oct 81 p 1]

[Text]

u.S.
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leaves open the question of
how Japan can effectively
counter them.

“The maln question is—’

how many - Soviet planes
carrying bombs are capable
of flying to Japan?” staff
officers remarked.

“A maximum of 800 of
these planes would probably
have this capabllity and 400
of them.would be deployed
in a limited invasion,” they
sald.

“In order to thwart thelr
plans,” the stafl' officers
sald, “we have to infilet as
much damage as possible
on the Invading planes at
the very outset of the con-
fiict.

“We must shoot down at
least 30 percent of the So-
viet planes in the first and
second waves of an inva-
slon to make the Soviets
abandon their invaslon
plans.

*“Japan alone 1is mcapa-
ble of destroying 'all So-
viet military alrcraft sta-
tioned in the Far East.

. disposal.

,What we earnestly hope is

to cut off a limb from the
Sovlet Alr Force in the Far
East. To enable us to fight
the Soviets on an equal
footing, the government
must rebuild Japan’s de-
fense capability within the
framework of the Japan-
US security setup.”

he exercise was eppar-

enily deslgned to determine

‘Hiow long the ASDF would

be able to maintain 1ts force

in order to.shoot ‘down 30

percent of” all lnvadlng air-
eraft.
It was ca.rrled out 611’ ﬁhe-

‘assumption that &. whlﬂse

attack was mounted after
the: US Alr Force had with-
drawn all its aire aﬂ {from
Japan to fight 1o fi r opera-
tlons elsewhere. ‘-

It the- hypothetcdi ‘war

was prolonged, ' the ASDF
would suffer from s lack of
staylng power sincel it has

only 300, lnterceptor at its

Nevertheless, the ) recent
change in the international
situation apparently com-
pelled ‘the. ASDF to carry
out the exercise. -

Expccts Japan To Play Significant Role in War

The weather was glorious
with the mercury hovering
around 30 degrees cen-
tigrade. It was still summer
in Oklnaws #nd Japai's
southwestern sea-lane was

as congested as the main

Ginza Street in Tokyo

At 10.30 am, the O-owashi,
+ P2J antisubmarine recon-
nalssance pisne of the Fifth
Alr Wing of the Maritime

Self-Defense Force (MSDP) .

left Naha Alrport heading
southwest.

Maintalning an altitude of
only 300 meters and cruls-
ing at 250 kilometers per
hour, the plane was search-
ing for submarines along
the sea-lane that stretches
from Japan’s main lslands

29

toward the Phluppmes via
Okinawa.,

Almost, Every: minu»e, the
plane’s - captain, 'Lt- Omdr
Hiroaki Sajlki, would make
announcerhents - to the air-
craft'’s 11:ather crew mem-

xyo. bers sush gas “Freighter,
about 3,000 meters, to staxs
board . ahead”. - or ‘Two

treighters on the port side.”
Looking down at the sea
frond the spotter’s seat in
the fore section of the plane,
the water was crowded with
a large number of Japanese
frelghters, tinkers and fish-
ing boats. The Shigian; a 2.-
400-ton Chinese survey ship,
was-£!80 roaming around.
“Of course, it will not be
an :easy task to protect -all
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of them from enemy sub-
marines in case of war,” said
Petty Officer 2nd Class Hi-
toshi Haraguchl who was in
charge of weapons.

Surveillance and identifi-
cation of the ships below
were nat the principal tasks
of the aircraft. Its main
mission was antisubmarine
warfare In which it had to
locate, chase and destroy
submarines with torpedoes.

On its return flight from
Miyako Island, a flylng dis-
tance of 70 minutes from
Okinawa, it was announced:
“An enemy sub is passing
through the area helow.”

This heralded the start of
a simulated antlsubmarine
warfare exercise.

The plane dropped smoke
candles to demarcate the
area where the enemy sub-
marine was supposed to be
cruising.

Then sonobuoys, which
are used to detect under-
water sounds and transmit
them by radio, were
launched since the radar
system aboard the recon-
naissance plane was incapa-
ble of detecting the pre-
sence of a submerged sub-
marine. )

Crewmen aboard the
plane tried to deduce from
the data provided by the
sonobuoys and recorded by
a computer the direction,
speed and depth of the sub-
marine. This was needed
before homing torpedoes
could be launched.
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The simulated exercise
ended with the captain: de-,
claring that the - enemy
submarine had been st
royed.

The water below tl‘,\e ‘re- .

connalssance plane. ppar
ed peaceful but it 1#:2 near
this sea-lame that the Ja=
panese freighter - o
Maru was sunk on Ap
by the TUS Polarls-t
submarine George W
ton. The George Washi
ton was loapded with' seé\-

launched ballistic mlul}es .

(SLBM) =t the time.

In another lncldent, dxe"

gutted a. Boviet subm 6
near Okinawa in A
last Year,

The George Wuhhzgton
was being remodeled into
an attack aubntaﬂne at
Pearl Harbor when
respondent vlsltbd
marine  ‘base of - e
Forces Pacific. . -

Capt Willlam

base commander,” ﬁf“i{m
di tha

all Polarls milasilbs
been * ‘unloaded fyom ||
submiirine. for ths renwd‘

ing. e
Sther snbmarine: ab. ‘t p
base were two Los ' Angel
type nuclear-powered: s
including -the Omaha, and
the Patrick Henry, which
carries Poseldon missues
Recently the Soviet’ U, on
deployed: lon -Lange -
mounté ~n\1 4y 8 t‘,

in ar
Sea :fa? i
launched  tH
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ing, Typhoon-type nuclear
submarine. ‘These | actions
have ~ greatly enhance;l
Bov)et ‘naval power, . ..
.. The Soviet Unlo as also
perfected .Alpha ' au-
clegr~powered at xau’
marines ‘degigned - to*louw
and- destroy. US submarm
Under ‘the oh'cumsta.nees.
the .US is being forced to .
step -.up. its efforts. to
strengthen "its submarine
debertept capability, -

In the case of Japan, the -

~P2J antisubmarine - recon-

paissante:planes arei sch;g- .

“uled to be replaced from
¢ember. by the mnae emclent
Rp. e
p‘?jﬂ “ihe WiEDF

ted rogukarly

in speolal )olnt Japan-US
exercises off Kauai, one of
. the Hawaiian Islands with
the ajm of tra.lnlng the
ci'ew’u'wx;’f t{’t ‘the mme;o tn
the.use oming torpedoes. -
% ¥ eXpreises sydtﬁbllze

'tha “fact that' the US'ex-

peéta Japan to play o greats
er role “in. ‘any. ‘donflict.
against the Sovlet; nlons
underwater 1 % sin

there: is a: high” ¢
tion of ‘Boviet subma: in
the beas dround Ja.pan}

It is' therefore appérent .
that Japen's defense Gf;

&5
i
i

,the “
sea-lanes 13 not only m-‘&‘o

tect Japanese ships but‘aiso

to; piay & significant role in

an: nuclear warfare
lnvolgtltoxg‘;ﬂ:xe V8.
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[Text]

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09:

“Attention: Surface-to-alr
misstle spotted at 4 o'clock,
almed at this plane.”

The US Defense Depart-
ment announced at 7 pm on
August 26 (8 am August 27
Japan Time) that a missile
had been fired at a US Alr
Force SR7 strategic recon-
naissance plane while 1t was
flying near the Korean
Peninsula., The plane was
not hit and returned safely
to base.

“Our information gather-
ing system is capable of
picking up these develop-
ments,” Defense Agency
officials sald without ela-
boration.

The system referred to is
a unit of the Ground Self-
Defense Force (GSDF) call-
ed “Chobetsu,” an abbrevia-
tion for “Chosa-Besshitsu.”

Chosa-Besshitsu (literally
a branch for Intelligence)
belongs to the 2nd Intelll-
gence Section of the Intelll-
gence Department of the
Ground Staff Office.

Chobetsu hos two mis~
sions. One Is to assess the
military situation In neigh-
boring countries by analyz-
ing radio messages monitor-
ed in Japan and the other
is to intercept and analyze
the radlo communications
of alrcraft, warships and
other vessels as well as mic-
rowave transmissions to de-
termine what military acti-
vitirs are underway in these
countries.

The Chobetsu  section
maintains monitoring sta-
tlons at Higashi~-Chitose
(Hokkaldo), Kufunato (Nl-
gata-ken), Ohi  (Saltama-
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'Chobetsu' Checks All Communications for Military Data

ken), Miho (Tottori-ken),
Tachiarai  (Fukuoka-ken)
and on Kikalgashima island
in the Amami Islands. The
Higashi - Chitose station
maintalns branch station
in Wakkanal and Nemuro,
both in ‘Hokkaido.” ' -

Some of these statlons are
responsible for monitoring
the. Soviet Union while the
rest focus on China, North
Korea or other countries.

‘ Chobetsu, which is based
at GSDF's regional head-
quarters In Ichigaya, Tokyo,
has a workforce of 1,100,
Seventy percent of these
personnel are assigned to
reglonal stations or
branches, which operate on
a round-the-clock basis.

The intelligence personnel
either monitor transmissions
with egrphones or s¢can ra-
dar screeng.: They are ex-
tremely proﬂclent In forelgn
langueges. "

All lnformation collected
at these statlons is sent to
the headquarters at Ichiga-
va and thoroughly analyzed.

For instance, the Miho
station, located near Miho
Air Base of the  Air Seli-
Defense Force (ASDF), s
used exclusively for areas
covering the Korean Penin-
sula,

The station features a cir-
cular antenna with a total
of 36 steel towers, each 36
meters tall, forming a cir-
cle 150 meterr in diameter.

Nicknamed a *“cage for
elephants,” it has been in
use since 1979, Employing
the most advanced electro-
nic apparatus and techni-
ques, the station is reported-
ly capable of collecting all
information transmitted by
radlo.

A similar facility is main-
talned at Higashi-Chitose to
monitor Bovlet radio com-
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munications.

A greal deal of classifled
information passes through
the Defense Agency'’s- hands
but Chobetsu’s operations
are considered top secret.
Outsiders are strictly prohi-
bited from entering Chobe-
tsu’s regional or branch
statlons and not a single
plece of information gather-
ed by the unit is disclosed
to unauthorized persons.

It might even be a viola-
tion of regulations even to
mention- that Chobetsu s
engaged in gathering varl-
ous kinds of information.

However, it was Chobetsu
that most accurately pre-
dicted the start of fighting
on the Sino-Vietnamese bor-
der on February 17, 1979,

Chobetsu knew most of
the “call numbers” of
Chinese Alr Force units and
it realized that, beginning in
January 1979, these call
numbers were being used
more often Iin southern
China near the Vietnam
border.

It was alerted by the fact
that 700 Chinese planes, in-
cluding MiG17s, MiG19s and
the air force’s treasured Fgs,
were in the area. Alr force
units had also been moved
from the Sino-Soviet border
area.

Based on this information
Chobetsu concluded that
China had resolved to start
a war with Vietnam. Ten
days later, China dellvered
what it called a military
“Jesson” against Vietnam.

Thls was one of Chobe-
tsu’'s major achievemenis
and reportedly surprised the
Us.
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The method employed in-
monitoring. the  Sino-Viet-
namese dispute is also ap-
plied to the Soviet Union
and North Korea.

The call number of Soviet
troops statloned in the Far
East, areas where they are
deployed, exercises and com-
munications are closely
monitored day -and night.

Unusual developments or
suspension - of these com-
munications are always
closely "examined to deter-
mine whether or not an
emergency has arisen,

Nonmilitary communica-
tions, such as on rallway
services and the dally life
of the people, are also con-
sidered Important since they
might indicate changes in
the military situation.

ASDF planes also collect
information with the use 6f
radar, . )

Changes. in. freight s_h!p-
ments  hetween the Soviet
Union and Vietnam:' ghd.
betweent- the  Soviet. Unlon.
and Norfh: Korea are moni-.
tored - through “observe-
tions” by Matitime Self-De-
fense Porce (MSDF) ships,

A foffeer -Defenge: Agehoy
dirsctorqenaml sald the ine-
formation -’ béing collected
could not be nore complete .
or accurate and a’-military
satellite would have to be
employed to improve. on ¢

However, ‘it the informa-
tlon collected. by Chobetsu
and other' defense force
units 18 not compared with
diplomatic and political "in-
formation gathered by other

as a wastad eﬂort
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[Text] Washington Mesmerized by 'Threat' From Soviet Union

The Council on Foreign
Relations, which is housed
in an old three-story bulld-
ing on 68th Street in New
York, came into existence
60 years ago and prides it-
self on being one of the
most authoritative organs
on forelgn affairs in the
us.

However, the so-called
«Soviet threat” has greatly
influenced the council’'s way
of thinking.

" A typical example of this
influence was the compila-
tion of a booklet entitled
“The Soviet Challenge” that
was issued by the council
last May.

Compiled after the sub-
iect matter had been thor-
cughly discussed by the
council’s 14 members, in-
cluding former State De-
partment adviser Helmut
Sonnefeldt, the booklet cov-
ers the “Soviet threat”
theory as if it were in line
with public opinion.

One of the most interest-
ing facts about the book-
let, however, is that three
«doves” left the council just
before it appeared. They
were George Kennan, for-
mer ambassador to the So-
viet Union, Senator Joseph
Biden of Delaware and
Leslie Gelb, former director
of the State Department’s
Politico-Military Affairs Bu-
reau.

winston Lord, president
of the council, said: ‘“I'he
three men were members of
the council until the last
moment. They did not want
to cause a rift in opinions.”

Despite this explanation,
it appears that the dovish
opinions of Kennan and the
others were overridden in a
clash of views over the So-
viet Union.

In a recent treatlse, Ken-
nan writes that during the
past 30 years misunder-
standing and mutual dis-
trust between the US and
the Soviet Union never grew
to such an extent that both
countries had to pour all
their energies into military
affairs.

It is not only Kennan that
holds that opinion. Paul
Warnke, former director of
the Arms Control and Dis-
armament  Agency, and
Frank Church, former chalr-
man of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, believe
that US-Soviet coexistence
dépends on a resumption of
the Strateglc Arms Limita-
tion Talks (SALT).

But their volces are
drowned by the daily vocl-
terous clamor over the *“So-
viet threat.” :

Secretary of Defense Cas-
par Weinberger: virtually
makes it a rule to mention
the Soviet threat in .the
same context as the mili-
tary expansion of the Nazls,

“The Soviet Unlon is be-
having in the same manner
as the Axis Powers of Ger-
many, Italy and Japan did
when they Invested huge
sums in armaments with the
aim of conquering the world.
At that time, no one would
listen to Churchill’s appeals
to Parliament,” Welnberger
sald in a TV interview on
September 28.

In the autumn of 1976,
George Bush, then director
of the Central Intelligence

Agency (CIA) and now vice-
president, formed “Team B”
within in the CIA. After
sifting through the data col-
lected by the CIA, this team
became convinced of the ex-
istence of a Soviet threat.
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“The people gradually
realized there was a Soviet
threat and this led to the
inauguration of the present
administration. In this
sense the Soviet threat ex-
isted long before the pre- -
sent administration came
into being,” a State De-
partment official said.

An important indication
of President Reagan’s at-
titude toward the Soviet

Union is the fact that Paul
Nitze, chlef negotlator for
the European nuclear arms
control talks scheduled to
begin in Geneva November
30, and FEugene Rostow,
director of the Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency,
are both leadihg members
of the Present Danger
Committee that came into
existence with Team B as
the main promoter.

The term “Carterism” is
often heard in Washington.
Although there 1Is some
difference in nuance, the
term generally seems to
mean “timid or cowardly”
toward the Soviet Union.

The US will pour huge
sums of money into arma-
ments over the next few
years to improve its posi-
tion vis-a-vis negotiations
with the Soviet Union. The
Soviet threat theory cer-
tainly serves this purpose.

At present, the US cannot

aflord to consider vague
stcps  toward negotiations
with the Soviet Union.
- Although Washington Iis
permeated with an at-
mosphere of spite it can
only stamp in frustration
when it would dearly love
to “stop the Russians.” The
Soviet threzat theory may
serve a8 an important
“energy source” In achlev-
ing its ends.
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[Text] Where Does President Reagan's Strategy Lead To?

The Emperor visited Wil
liamsburg, Virginia, on the
first leg of his American
tour back in 1975. The old
city nestles in idyllic en-
virons. .

In mid-September, mili-
tary experts from various
countries huddled together
in a city conference hall for
the annual meeting of the
International Institute for
Strategic -Studies (1188),
Britain's authoritative re-
search group. It was the
first ever meeting held by
the 1ISS on the American
continent.

Many of the participants
held key posts in charge of
their governments’ military
or diplomatic affairs. In-
cluded among them were
former US secretary of state
Dr Henry Kissinger; Masa-
taka Kosaka, a Kyoto Uni-
versity professor, and two
other Japanese and South
Koreans. Secretary of De-
tense Caspar Weinberger
had hurriedly flown into the
city by helicopter to attend
the meeting.

Divided into flve panels,
the participants were en-
gaged in heated debates for
full four days with the sub-
jects ranging from the us
and Sovlet nuclear and con-
ventional weapons to the
balance of power and Pres-
ident Reagan's hard-line
strategy.

However, both Inside and
outside the hall were heard
whispers among the parti-
cipants as they remained
skeptical about Reagan’s
avowed policy of rebullding
the US forces.

It was openly pointed out
that the US faced a host of
problems, including its tight
finances, inflatton and the
mounting opposition in Eu-
rope agalnst US nuclear
warfare.

Three weeks later, Reagan
came out with fresh plans
for u US strategy to counter
the Soviet nuclear threat.

He announced that his
administration planned to
deploy. 100 MX ICBMs, turn
out 100 remddeled Bl strate~
gic ‘bombers and contlriue
the construction of Trident

missile submarines.. -

The most extengive of- 1ts
kind since the Eisenhower
administration, the Reagan
plan 1s deslgned to sub-
stantially update the three
basic means of transporting

nuclear warheads.

With the new strategy, the
Reagan administration -be-
lieves, the U8 wili be able
to neutra.uﬁ ROy tancelve

able . bulld

arms by the

_ v Savie X5
It sage’ that 86T

_ %1 Yieny,.
spreading, over th next. sl
years, would entgil dn.gut-

lay of $180 billlon, or rétigh-
ly 13 percent of an:estimat-

eed $1,500 bililon in the total
defense budget for the same

period. .

Reagan later had to slash’
the spending by "about -$13
billion; op agcount.of finen-

clal dfffcultles, -

Thus it 1s already feared
that the scheduled comple<
tion of a US military base
in Egypt in 1983 18 likely
to be delayed for two years.
The base 1§ to serve as a US
stronghold in Mideast.

The US Navy too may not
be able to secure as many
pac ' antisubmarine recon-
nalgsance planes as it origl-
nally sought. |

The slash, however, was
tavorably received in the US
media, One paper pointed
out that Reagan had mah-
aged to trim financial au-
thorittes’ earller demand for
a cut of $30 billlon to $13
billlon.

Former state secretarles
Harold Brown and James
Schlesinger had satd that
Reagan should not ‘have’
talked big.

They feargd that (
duction of the defense
spending might cause & stir

among the American allies.
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t tHere-"

but the favorable comment
in the. mass media obylously
helped allay their appreten-
slons. ) '

. 'Yet 'US economlc circles

warned that Reagan’s mas-

‘give defense spending might

trigger a new, round of in-
flation. .~
In Europe, his “daredevil”
approach was rather cooly
followed. - Lo
The .question is: Where
?:a.gan‘a policy is leading
o .

_ “Democratic ltberals_tend
to. make a .conceptual ap-

proach ,to the problem of:

styategy,” sald Kissinger as
he tried to analyze the im-
pact of the Reagan strategy.
“They exataine first of all
what they can do with arms
avallable, and will try to
secure additional arms only
after they have arrived at
a conclusion that they will
not be able to withstand a
war with currently available
weapons,” sald Kissinger.
“Republican conservatives,
on the other hand, try to
secure whatever weapons
they consider useful regard-
less of whether currently
available weapons -can be
still used, otherwise, they do
not feel easy,” he sald.
For the immediate future,

Dr Christoph  Bertram, .

head of the IISS, tends to
paint a grim picture of the
Reagan strategy but as he
discusses it as a long-range
approach, his tone turns up-

set pattern as it has to
handle a major: problem. At
least, that’s been the case
so far, he indicated.

Washington  customarlly
issues many statements and
in the process its strategy
begins to take solld shape.
Now the US aims to take
leadership in the West but
it would be some time be-
fore the Americans can
achieve the objective, he re-
marked.
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[Text]
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Members of Japan’s de-
fense forces and' US Forces,
Japan, had no opportunity
to discuss the “Soviet thre-
at” until two of three years
ago, which in the words of
US officers was “rather
strange.”

The officers polnted out
that the provisions of the
Japan-US security treaty
call for cooperation be-
tween the two forces in re-
sisting a limited forelgn
invasion, pending the arrival
of US troops.

Contact between the two
forces began only after the

two countries agreed in1978 -

on the Guideline for Japan-
US Defense Cooperation,
which included an article
calling for an exchange Of
information necessary for
Japan’s defense.

The two forces have had
contacts in a number of
ways since then, one of
them being a regular meet-
ing between  intelligence
chiefs.

At one of these meetings,
when the prospect of a So-
viet invusion of Hokkaido
was discussed, a US officer
surprised Japanese parti-
cipants by remarking, “The
Soviets will never Invade
Hokkatdo.” '

The officer was supported
by other US particlpants
who 1gnnrpd the remaon-
stratlons of the chief of
Japan's Oflice of J2 (Intelli-
vence). The Ground Self-
Defense Force (GSDF) re-
portedly expressed it an-
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Soviet Invasion of Hokkaido Considered Highly Unlikely

noyance after this meeting.

Although its view remains
basically the same, the US
side has toned down its
statements, most probably
after “political talks” be-
tween the two countries.

Apparently because it
does not believe the Soviets
will invade Hokkaido, the
US has been urging Japan
to primarily strengthen. its
Maritime Self-Defense Force’
(MSDF) and Alr Self-De-
fenge Force (ASDF).

A large map, quite un-
like ordinary maps seen in
Japan, hangs in the room
of a high-ranking offictal of
the US Defense Department.

The Arctic Ocean is in

.the center of the map,

flanked by the Soviet Un-
jon and North America. The
Pacific Ocean is at the bot-
tom. -

The Soviet Union i3 shown
virtgally surrounded with
Canada and the US to the
right, Eurape and the Mid-
dle East at the top, China
to the left and Japan at
the bottom. )

Most military speclalists
agree that if the Soviet Un-
fon feels besleged or plans
to expand its hegemony, the
Soviets will probably invade
the Middle East since this
will give them a geogra-
phical advantage and cause
the greatest impact on the
Western powers.

In explaining the map,
the Pentagon —officlal said,
“The Middle East might-be
the major front in & war
but the Soviet Union could
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also establish another front
in the Far East to shake
up its adversaries. Under
the circumstances, however,
the opening up of a war
front In the Far East by
the Soviets would only be
a secondary affair.

«prankly speaking, there
is no need for thc Soviets
to invade such a super-
power such as Japan. Cut
its sea-lanes? No, there’s no
need for that clther.

“It only has to interfere
slightly with the sea-lanes
and that's enough. Qil sup-
plies will come to a halt.
Japan will no longer be
able to export its products
and its economic activitles
will be frozen. The Japa-
nese people will panic be-
cause of these develop-
ments.,

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

“It’s all up with us. It's
all over,’ the Japanese will
say. The political system
will begin to collapse. Per-
haps these developmentsare
what Soviet threats mean
to Japan.”

UN statistics reveal that
of the 3.6 billion tons of
goods shipped' throughout
the world last 'year, one-
sixth qQr 620 million tons of
these goods were unloaded
in Japan, compared with
580 milllon tons and 150
million tons unloaded in the
US and Soviet Union, re-
spectively. ,

These figures glve elo-
quent proof that the sea-
lanes are Indeed the life-
line for Japan, a fact that
any potential enemy of this
country might take advent-
age of '

g b 4

== Pacific 0.

THIS map hangs in a room of a high-ranking U§. De-

fense Department

official. The room is the hub of US

global strategy.
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One State Department of-
ficlal said testlly that he
used to tell visiting Japa-
nese. Dietmen, “The defense
of the sea-lanes is up to
Japan.” '

One . typical . question
raised by the Dietmen, he
said,""was whether ' the “7th
Fleet was’“edpable " of .de-
fending . the sea-lanes.. .

“No one knows what form

. the Soviet threat will take,”

the official said, “The So-
viet Union’s plans will ‘only
become known when they
resort to some kind of ac-
tion. On top of this, it is
dificult to understand why
the Japanese remain sO
cheerful when one takes
into account that Japan is
geographically closer to the.
Soviet ~ ‘Union than any
other Western ally and that
Japan’s northern territories
are still occupied by the
Soviets.”

'A congressional -military
affairs expert -elaimed that
the Japahese were surpris-
ingly “natve.” - o

‘A yedr ago, it was feared

" _that the strategic Strait of

Hormur. would close because
of the Iran-Irag conflict. If

it had closed, what action

- would Japan have taken?
. Would Japan have done no-
. thing even it lts economy
~had started to grind to a
"halt?

There is a loud debate
over the so-called Soviet
threat, a debate that smells
of war, but an important
fnpredient s missing,
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[Text] 'Besieging' of Soviet Union Leads to Excessive Defense

“What 1s your image of
the Soviet Union?”

When a Japanese is asked
this question, his answer
will  invariably be, “A
strange, immense country
in the north with powerful
armed forces.”

The same answer may
come from Afghans, Iran-
ians, Turks as well as peo-
ple from Western countries
bordering East European
nations, which are Soviet
military outposts.

These people llve in a
stretch of land from the
Far East to the European
continent that forms a new
moon half encircling the
Soviet Union,

For many years these
people have looked north
with a vague feellng of
unease,

Russians too have looked
at Asia Minor and western
Asla flanking southern Rus-
sia with a yearning for the
mild climate and historic
culture there,

What makes the Russians
feel uneasy are the US
military bases in these re-
glons, with missiles aimed
at Moscow.

Moreover, eastern Asia is
inhabited bty one billion
Chinese who are a cipher
to the Russians, primarily
because of the geographical
isolation of the two coun-
tries.

The situation in the re-
glon does not appear stable
because China has “invad-
ed” Vietnam from time to
time,

Japan, an industrial su-
perpower familiar to every-
one because of its elec-
trical appllances. 1s also
apparently rebuilding its
military strength after be-
ing pressured by the Rea-
gan administration,

Then what image do the
Soviets have of countries
either nelghboring or near

the Soviet Union from the
standpoint of security?

In order to find out I
called on two - leading So-
viet figures.

The first thing I learned
was that the north did not
enter into the picture since-
the northern areas were;not
inhabited. .

What they are really
concerned with are the
enst, west and south.

They stress that US mili-
tary bases are located in
these three regions where
unfriendly countries or
potential enemy countries
form an encircling net.
They therefore feel be-
steged,

The opposing camps feel
threatened by the other
side but the main. point is
that this fear i8 now deep-
seated. '

I called on Yuri Zukov, a
political gritic for Pravda
who Is influentlal in Soviet
media, carrylng ‘“Soviet
Military Power,” a. repoxt
recently released by the US
Defense Department, -

Catching sight of the're-
port, Zukov chuckled and
sald, .“I know that kind of
stuff is being published or
released almost dally. But
it is a waste of money and
labor. It is absolutely no
use at ull in easing ten-
sions because only a few
people in the West helieve
it.”

“I canaot ignore part of
the report that says @8
many as 75 SS20 strateglc
missiles have been deploy-
ed In Asla,” I retorted,
“and that Japan is the
target for these missiles,
Considering your position,
aren’t you informed of this
deployment?” :

Zukov replied jokingly, “I
cannot reveal classified in-
formation from the Soviet
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Staff Office.”

Then more seriously, he
said, “The Soviet Unlon has
never taken the initiative in
the postwar rearmament
race. The US has always
presented a challenge and,
out of sheer necessity, we
have been compelled to
rearm for the sake of de-
fense. I hope you will re-
member the historical back-
ground.”

In order to convey to his
countrymen the idea that
they are under siege, Zhu-
kov, who is also & noted TV
commentator, addresses the
following questions:

Which country, the US or
the UBSR, refused to ratify
the second round of the
Strategic Arms Limitation
Talks (SALT)? Who declded
to manufacture the neutron
bomb? Which nation, the
US or the Soviet Unlon, has
brought up the concept of g
limited, localized nuclear
war? Is Washington really
sincere about the forth-
coming Geneva talks (from
November 30) aftet ‘choosing
delegationn ‘members who are
cpposed to SALT II, espe-
cially when one.takes into
account the fact that it
was forced to start negotia--
tions after being pressured
by its European allies?

How then can Moscow
justify its invasion of Af-
ghanistan with the sense of
being hesteged?

Retired Maj Gen Koziov,
who is a military comment-
ator for " NUVosti ° Press
Agency, glves thls account:

“Under the previous Amin
administration, . the US in-
fluence suddenly increased.
It became evident that part
of our border in central
Asia was being threatened.
There was a strong possibi-
lity of a2 US military base
being built in Afghanistan
unless the Soviet Unlon pro-
vided military assistance. As
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pointed out by Communist ' . T o A
Party General Secretary o
Brezhnev, Washington should
have found a pretext other
than Afghanistan to criti-
cize Moscow.”

Are the Soviets authorized
to invade its neighbors if
only a threat exists in such
countries?

These countries, stretch-
ing from Asia to Europe,
are inhabited by two bil-

B lion people.
These people view Soviet
- military interference as ex-
cessive defense and Moscow
has not yet givem a con-
vincing explanation to
change their minds.

THIS MAP Indicates why the Soviets feel besieged.
Shaded region represents the Soviet Uniom and East Eu-
rope while black areas Include the US, other Western
comatiles and China. Stars représent US military  bases.

- [21 Oct 81 p 1]

[Text] 'Rear Economy' Keeps Soviet Forces in Field

_ From Czarist times until by the Soviet Army since

recently, the Russians have
maintained the world’s larg-
est army but its effective-
ness is another matter. One
view is that the arntliy lsl
nly 60 rcent operationa
:vhi%e angiher holds that it
faces problems in obtaining
supplies and reinforcements.
These views, which must
have been supported by
some facts, in essence Sug-
gest that the huge Russian
army is a mere facade.
But Western military ex-
perts were both surprised
and impressed when thes,r’
saw the recent “West 81
maneuvers by the Soviet
Army on their TV screens.
The landing exercise, the
most extensive ever staged

38

World War II, was carried
out in the Baltic Sea in
carly September,

The stern of g 13,000-ton
assault landing ship opened
wide to disgorge amphibi-
ous armored cars and ho-
vercraft. The hovercraft
showed a remarkable turn
of speed.

Mi24 attack helicopters
flew at a low altitude stref-
ing “enemy” positions while
paratroops floated to " the
ground. Armored trucks
were also dropped with re-
verse rockets igniting only
one or two meters above
ground to soften the im-
pact.

Western military experts
commented that the exer-
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clse was significant in that
it demonstrated the Soviet
Army’s “mastery” over all
techniques needed to fight a
modern war.

On the other hand, there
are some who view with
skepticism the “supremacy”
of Soviet troops.

They point to the Soviet
FEcho-type nuclear-powered
submarine that caught flre
off Okinawa in August last
year, Although the cause of
the fire is not known, the
incident is believed by some
people to reflect the poor
ability of Soviets in operat-
ing and maintaining mod-
ern machines,

This event was linked to
the 37,000-ton Minsk, an
antisubmarine aircraft car-
rier, which failed to emerge
from Vladivostok after be-
ing delivered there. Rumors
included a mechanical
breakdown, a shortage of
spare parts and the crash
of a YAK236, a VTOL, on
the flattop.

T64 and T72 tanks, which
form the core in the So-
viet ground forces, are also
reportedly suffering from
some  defects, including
narrow seats and resultant
fatigue of crewmen, due to
poor design.

Some Western observers
hopefully belleve that these
tanks, which send tremors
through NATO forces, will
become scrap iron after
production of the neutron
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bomb,

However, these views
have been expressed out of
a long-standing desire to
reduce the huge strength
of the Soviet forces as
much as possible, .

Asked to comment on the
performance of Soviet. antl-
tank missiles, a West

military attache said, “They

are surprisingly exceuent”

. He praised the trajectory,

velocity and accuracy of
the missiles.

Another Western expert
said that Soviet planes were
well maintained, “We can-
not belittle them,” he
added,

After living in Moscow
for some time, I have be-
gun to feel there are two
different economic systems
in the Soviet Union,

One, which may be call-
ed the surface economy, is
marked by both the short-
age and poor quality of
dally necessities as well as
ineficlent labor, lack of
discipline and red tape.
Tourists are affected by
this side of the economy.

The other is a military
economic system supported
by more than 10 percent of
gross natlonal  product
(GNP), In this economy,
priority is given to funds,
personnel, labor and ma-
terials, thus rhaking it pos-
sible to turn out arms of-
ten superlor to those of
Western countries,

I met a middle-aged fe-
male clerk employed hy &
military  electroniecs  la-

39

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09: CIA-RDP82-00850R000400070051-4

‘boratory and was surpris-

ed to learn that she earned
500 rubles (about *¥150,000)
a month, The average
monthly salary is about 170
rubles  while  university
professors are paid 400
rubles a month.

Of course, no Russian
critic has ever denled that
all people " suffer equally
from the burden of heavy
military spending.

The hard-line policy of
President Reagsan -is -aimed
at making the Soviet econ-
omy deteriorate.

But retired Maj-CGen Koz-
lov, military commentator
for- Novosti Press' Agency,
said 20 million Soviets were
killed in World Wa¥r II and
the people were half-starv-
ed =3 they tolled to rehabil-
itate their ruined country.
However, the period was
constantly marked by chal-
lenges from the US in the
arms race and yet the So-
viets coped with' the situa~
tion, he added.

Now, he said, the Soviet
Unfon was severp,l times
more powerful than in the
days just after the war and
1 would not believe anyone
who says the Soviet Union
cannot meet another chal-
lenge from the US,”

It is surprising how pati-
ent the Soviet people are as
they support the military

_economy,. which may be

called the “rear economy,”
while enduring all kinds of
inponvenlence in their dal-
1y lves. .
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[Text] Soviet Union Considers Far East Military 'Weak Point'

“Japan really is a dread-
ful country, although the
Japanese are good -natured
and kind people,” a mid-
dle-aged woman Russian
language teacher told my
wife suddenly.

My wife thought she was
joking but the woman, who
speaks Japanese and has
some knowledge of Japan’s
current affairs, was serious.

She quoted a Soviet TV
network as saying that Ja-
pan was promoting a mili-
tarization program in con-
spiracy with the U3 and
China. The broadcast also
claimed that Japan was ex-
pected to start a war to
recapture the Xurlle Is-
lands, she said.

My wite told her tutorers.
“What the Japanese are
afraid of is completely op-
posite to what you have
sald.” She added that she
realized how difficult it was
to reach mutual under-
standing between the tiwo
countries,

Smiling wryly, a Sovlet
specialist of Japanese affalrs
said that after he told a
Soviet audience recently
that Japan's militarization
was limited, members of
that audlence complained
that they heard a comple-
tely different story on TV.

1t appears, therefore, that
reports from Tokyo cor-
respondents criticizing Ja-
pun are yielding unexpected
effects on Soviet TV view-
ers.

A film depicting an an-
nual military review of
Japanese defense forces is
telecast dally, giving the
impression that military
parades are an everyday
occurrence in Japan,

Consequently, it also ap-
pears that the Soviet peo-
ple are belng told of the
need to bulld up their
country’s armed forces ‘in
preparation ~ against  hot
only China but Japan too.

Asked to comment on
this, Yurl Zukov, a political
critic for Pravda, did not
deny it.

But he did deny alle
tlons that the Soviet Unto
faced a threat from .Tap‘an
The Soviet authorities’ have
never said there was such
a threat, he added.

Other . questlons con-
cerned the Soviet military
buildup in the Far East, in-
cluding the deployment. of
an assault landing ship in
Far Eastern waters that
could apparently only be
used for a landing opera-
tion in Japan and-the de-
ployment of. 130-mm .ar-
tillery with a range of 3T
kilometers - on Kunashirl
and Etorofu Islands, an-
other obvious threat.

The alleged deployment
of 88208 in China was
tantamount to putting -8
dagger at the throat -of
Japan and cmna I told
Zukov.
~ He sald there was no
need for Japan to fear the
Soviet Union since his coun-
try “views Japan as an_ im-
portant .economic partner
and there 18 no lkelihood
that the Far East will be-
come a major war . front
first.”. :

“If the Soviet Unlon has'
to attack Japan,”_ he .con-
tinued, “it- would. have tp
attack US bases In Japan
first, This would lead to
another world ‘war and
therefore the Soviet Union
could not do this)” -

His argument s quite
significant, ‘since 1t corres-
ponds - clonely with the us
view.

The US lmista that So-
viet pressurz on J an ' is
mostly of a “po t'.ltal"
nature and that theré was
no likelihood the Soviet Un-
fon would invade Japan,

The Soviets claim “that
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the 88205 -are not aimed at
Japan but' af- & copntry
.répresenting a threat to the
‘Boviet Union, - :

Retired.. Maj Gen Kozlov,
‘s military commentator for
N vostl Press Agency, said,

e US has military bases
in Japan and its’ submarlnes
in Japanese waters. carry
‘sea-launched ' ballistic mis-
‘slles (BLBM) aimed at the
heart of the Soviet Union.
€hink too has. begun' to
‘build up a similar strength.
It is therefore necessary for
the Soviet Unfon to’ shift
its - military forces around
and carry out exercises ‘de-

-signed ‘to show the US and

its ailfes, Japan /and China,

that. the Saviet Union has
its ‘own declsive deterrlng
power ”

. However, he did. not deny
that 8820s were deployed in
_the Far East. | )

“The interviews - wlth
Zukov snd Koglov -gave this
correspondent the impres-
slon that the Soviets be-
lleved the Reagan admin-
istration - was trying:to “lay
a chain” along the Soviet
border, by integrating the
,Us, Chlna, Japan and
South Korea into a mili-
tary alliance as well ag re-
,organizlng ‘the Association
of Southeast Asian Natlons
‘(ASEAN) lnto a mmtary
bloc. .

The Soviets bittetly con-
.demned China for providing
‘the US with sites to-eollect.
irformation, for being & US
afly and. for its anti-Boviet,
“military. policy that they
sald posed a threat .to the
Soviet' Union oh ‘a: global;-
mle. -

7 Western mmta.ry .gources.
teunve the Boviet -military
Hulidup-in the Fur Bast is
“Interlocked w,ith Chinese ac-
tions;

They. say thi ,the tle-
ployment ot" ., of
troops ‘oh four; is-
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lands claimed by Japan was
in response to the conelu-
sion of the Japan-China
friendship treaty.

The deployment of an-

other five Sovlet divisions"

along the Chinese border
was designed to deter China
from invading Vietnam
again,

The deployment of the
8820s was to counter the
strengthening of military
cooperation between the US
and China.

In the eyes of the So-
viets, the Far East is still
a “weak point,” they point-
ed out, adding that a full-
fledged arms race Wwas
about to begin in the Far
East.

Then what role will Ja-
pan play?

The Soviet Union claims
that the US is increasing
its pressure on Japan to
assume a greater role In
the US' global strategy and

[30 Oct 81 p 1]

[Text]

Conservative US Senator ments

in US-Soviet rela-

the Chinese &re also trying
to plant anti-Soviet senti-
ment among the Japanese.

There ' are already dan-
gerous signs that Japen is

- yesponding positively to the

US, and Chinese overtures,
it Ms

“It is Qertaln that the US
will attack ‘the Soviet Un-

-lont m e ‘Far East to crip-

ple Boviet milbary power
there, - segardless-iof -where
a war ‘between the ‘Soviet
Union’ snd the 'US breaks
out—in ;¥urope or the Mid-
die East,” the Boviets say.
“This: wil mean. that there

‘is no. 'su¢h -thing - as a

limited . ¥uclear war, It is
therefore - hard for us to
imagins how Japan can
avold wa.r because. it 15 a
US ‘ally. We are closely
watéhing . what course the

_Japanese take from now

on."

The “armor” of our
northern neighbor 1s be-
coming herder and thicker.

U.S. Govt Awaiting Post-Brezhmev Era in Moscow

tory ailment and that his

Henry Jackson has a theory
that equates the Soviet
Union with a hotel tnlef.
According to this theory,
the thief knocks on the
doors of the hotel ‘rooms
one after another until he
finds one that is unlocked
and then enters the room
without hesitation.

He says the failure of the
Afghans and thelr friends
to lock the door allowed
the Sovlets to invade Af-
ghanistan and the only ef-
fective way to counter So-
viet ambitions of thistype
is through military power.

Jackson’s view is just one
of many strong American
opinions about the Soviet
Union that appear to be
rather emotional.

Ten months have passed
since the inauguration of
the Reagan administration
and a study of develop-

‘tions during this period give -

the impression that the US
Government is playing ‘for
time.

The Reagan adminlstra-
tion believes that full-fedg-
ed negotiations: between
Washington and Moscow
cannot begin 'untll Soviet
President id Brezhnév
depurts from the scene and
the US is working out its
strategy accordingly. :

It is obvious from Rea-
gan’s speeches and move-
ments that he does not
want to meet Breghnev un-
t1] the US.gains the upper

hand in military strength ™

as a result of the current
desperate efforts ‘to insti-
tute a new rollbrék - policy.

Rumors, mostly from CIA
sources, are rife in. Washt-
ington that Brezhnev is suf-
fering from throat cancer,
a heart digease or & 6lfoula~
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condition is deterforating. -

" A QGeorge Washington
University professdr, an ex-
pert in Soviet affairs, says
it will not, be strange If
Brezhney retires’ ‘within one
year for heéalth reasons. °
" Has the Reagan admin-
istration, therefore, 'forsaken
thie Brezhnev ' administra-

‘tion as a partner in nego-

tiatlons? This may not be
true judging from negotla-
tions between the two coun-
tries In the "1970s. ’
Of course, Moscow under
Breghnev's leadership adopts
o hard line in negotlations

“put, at the same time, it 18"~

reuable

However, there 18 no
guarantee that a dovish
leader will succeed Brezh-
nev. Hls successor ' might
adopt policies undesirable to
Washington, such as build-
ing up armoments to coun-



ter the US and taking
stronger internal measures.

It will take the U8 at
least four or flve years to
rebuild its strateglc forces
as well as communication
and transport  systems,
necessary steps to stop So-
viet expansionism in the
name of assisting foreign
liberation forces.

There is, also no guaran-
tee that the Brezhnev ad-
ministration will remain in
office while the US rebuilds
its forces. This means the
US has no alternative but
to play for time and this
additionally has given the
Reagan administration a
headache.

WwWith two months to go
before the end of the year,
only two major meetings
were scheduled between the
US and the Soviet Unlon
this year. One was the
meeting between US Sec-
retary of State Alexander
Halg and his Soviet coun-
terpart Andrel Gromyko at
the UN headquarters in
New York last month and
the other is a meeting on
theater nuclear weapons in
Europe scheduled next
month in Geneva.

Moreover, US-Soviet rela-
tions have been rocky over
the past 10 months.

For instance, Professor
Georgi Arbatov, head of the
Institute of US Studies of
the Soviet Academy of Scl-
ences in Moscow, had his
application to renew his
visa turned down by US au-
thorities. He 1is popular
among American cltizens
for his friendly attitude to-
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ward the US.

was .inspected by US ‘offi-
clals on suspicion..that lt
was carrylng . smu
articles, allegedly mlﬁ
machinery, .

Undér the c(roumqtam:es,
8 US-8oviet summit may
not be heid unti}.sqmetime
after next summer, conirary
to rumors followlng thig in- .
auguration of the.. Beagan
administration that such & .
meeting would be held by
the end of this yéar, -

A Columbia Unlveulty
professor regently Wroté..in
a thesly, entitled = “Soviet
Policy In the 1980, that the
Brezhhev age was cOmIng
to an end .

He called on U&’ leaders )

to prepare themselves' for

an age where théy would:

have to negotlate with.-a

Soviet leader, a generation :

younger than Brezhney, who
would have only a llmlted.
knowledge about. .
countries and would init{ally
concentrate on domestic
affalrs, )

It is difficult; at present
to predict who will suceeed
Brezhnev, but it is certain
that the new leader’s ton-
nection ‘with the BSoviet
armed forces will not be as
firm as Brezhnev's and
there will be a t%‘reahex' op-
portunity for’ Us to
negotiate with Mosc0w be-
cause he will be eoncerned
with improving the ‘living
standards of Soviet citizens.
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T e--Reagan  administra-
At Washington’s Dulles.-
Airport, a Soviet airliner”

tlon has made its policy

to build up ‘its arms abun-

. dahtly  clear to the ‘Boviet,

Unifon 'but its foteign

- toward Moscow lacks per:”
spective and

marking tithe.

-

is  virtually”

“The pitfall in US pouéey'i
toward ke *‘Soviet Union

arises- from the simple
theory that the Soviet
Union is a “bad country”
which is Hkely to- wage nu-
clear war, while it turns a
deaf ear to Soviet thought
and psychology.

A general, who i3 a top-
ranking official in the US
Defense Intelligence Agency
(DIA), recently told 8 meet-
inguat the Woodrow Wilson

_International Studies - Cen-
ter that an analysis of So- -

viet military manuals shows
the training of Soviet tréops
in’ preparation -for a nu-
clear war far more complete
than the counterpart in the
Us.

In’ the US today, there is
absolutely no sympathetic
consideration that U8 pres-
sure In ‘the nuclear warfare

field may have ‘triggered’

hedted debates within the

Krémlin,

The US'may be likened to
ond’ of Aesdp's fables gince
it depends too much on the’
north wind and virthally

ignores the . utiligation of-

the 'sun’s heat. . It appears
the ‘weak points in Reagan’s
Soviet strategy ‘lle m thlb
point.
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[Text] Japan Caught Between Washington, Moscow Offensives

President Reagan is try-
ing hard to strengthen US
war potential, and Japan is
already feeling its effect.

One military specialist in
Congress, who is well in-
formed of the developments
in Japan, says that barring
a drastic turnaround in To-
kyo policy, Japan may not
be able to plry a military
role as hoped for by the
Reagan administration.

“If Japan were to meet
the US demand, its defense
spending would easily ex-
ceed two percent of Japan's
gross national product
(GNP), not just over one
percent.

How best the US demand
will be met within Japan's
current framework?

“Perhaps, the best and
most practical way is to re-
order priorities. Firstly, the
US would have the Japanese
Maritime and Air Self-De-
fense forces beef up their
strength. By the mid-1980s,
they would be ready, if need
be, to block the Soya, Tsu-
earu and Tsushima straits,
and to safeguard Japan’s
sea-lanes. Thelr capability
would be further bulit up
so that they would defend
Japan's air space.”

Last June when a Jupan-
US working level meeting
on security was held in Ha-
wall, the US came nut with
a fresh demand for greater
Japan defense capabllity,
especially in promptly meet-
ing and counterinv fareiun
ageression for a sustained
period of time.

In Washington, it Is be-
lieved, Presidenl Reagun
has not yet finallzed his Ja-
__pan poHey, though.

Observers say, “State De- ~

partment officials are be-
having themselves as |{f
there is a well-defined
blueprint. Chances are a
clear-cut concept on U8
demands for a greater Jap-
anese role may not surface

until toward the end of this
year or early next spring.”

Of course, Japan’s “Iyee
riding” on the UZ security
setup is stli being much
talked about.

It shouldn’'t be surprising -

if Americans, well aware of
Japan’s economic strides as
evidenced by Iits booming
auto exports, are to put for-
ward a still ﬁarsher demand
tor greater Japanese de-
fense spending as an answer
to what they regard as the
mounting pressure from
Japanese marketing inroads.

How has the Reagan
warning on the “Soviet
threat” been received in
Japan?

“I think that the theory
is a little exaggerated. Per-
haps, the Reagan admin-
istration wanted to. em-
phasize the Russian threat
in Congress. As I see it, the
US is still superior to the
Soviets in both nuclear and
conventional weapons,” says
Masamichi Inoki, professor
emeritus of Kyoto University
and president of the Re-
search Institute for Peace
and Security.

Inoki continues:

“It is true the Soviet mili-
tary power has been con-
siderably strengthened. But
it . seems evervthing else
goes amiss with the Soviets.
We can hear the Russlans

complalning loud and bitter.
They've suffered poor grain
crops for three years in a
row. Moscow has been una-
ble to ease Poland’s food
crisls.

The Afghen situation re-
mains unstable, Overall, the
outlook is far from rosy for
the Soviets in long terms.”

" “Kou ~"Maruyama,  former
administrative deputy direc=
tor-géneral of the -Defense
Agency, is one of many who
maintains the “threat from
,Moscow, linked to the
growing  Soviet  mlilitary
might., may not be as
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serious as warned by the
Us.”

“An adherent of power,
the Soviets are excessively
-concerned with national se-
curity. Their original con-
ception was to defend them-
selves against forelgn ag-
gression rather than ex-
pand thelr territories.

“Russia as a military be-
hemoth may be looked on as
a menace. But remember
that country has its own
tender snots—ifs economy,
welfare, ete.

“Indeed, the Soviet mili-
tary buildup arcund areas
close to Japan should- be
taken as part of an effort
to defend the country from
a possible foreign attack. It
doesn’t have to be taken as
Soviet military preparedness
designed specifically against
the Far East.”

Japan has turned itself
into an industrial power
with the highest technolo-
gical level and excellent
human resources, leading
military specialists to regard
it as a potentlal military
superpower,

What's the Soviet inten-
tion in the circumstances?

“Moscow apparently wants
Tokyo to cut its close tles
with Washington and Pe-
king. If possible, it wants
to throw a monkey wrench
into their relations.

“Moscow might try to play
Japan against the US and
China, and launch a diplo-
matic offensive to create an
anti-American and anti-
Chinese climate in Japan.
The Soviets might also try
to atop a further expansion
in Japan's military power.”

. Meanwhile fome Defense = =
Agency officla!s point out

that Washington has mo-
dified its global strategy
following the Japan-US
conference In Hawall in
June.

American delegates 6 the
conference told the Japanese
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counterparts th:at Russlan
military strengtn has grown
to such an extent that they
would be able to launch in-
vasions simultaneously in
the Mideast, Furope and
Asia, asking for a boost in
Japanese preparedness to
resist such an invasion for
a sustained period of time,
thus assuming greater re-
sponsibility for Japan's own
defense.

The Japanese were also
told that the US would
temporarily concentrate on
the defense of the Middle
East, and the American
militnry  presence in  the
Japan area wonid inevitably
thin out.”

The remarks suggested
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the difficulty for Japan to
rely on US reinforcements
in case of war though they
formed a major pillar of the
Japan-US securily treaty.

Indications a:2 the Reagan
administration would more
determinedly nush for Ja-
pan’s defense buildup to-
ward the end of the year or
early next spring.

At the same time, the
Moscow drive to wean the
Japanese away from Wa-
shington policy wiil likely
intensify. )

Thus Japan will find itself
caught betwesn the two
superpowers with the cli-
mate surround 1t getting
still severer.
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